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Close  lo  200  people  attended  a  rally  for  Soviet  Jewry  in  minus  18  degree  weather 


Direct  flights  now! 
Rally  for  Soviet  Jewry 


by  Peter  Degroot 

York  University,  Toronto,  Onl. 

Supporters  chanting  “Direct 
flights  now!”  braved  sub-zero 
temperatures  to  attend  an  emer¬ 
gency  rally  at  Nathan  Phillips 
Square.  Three  principal  student 
associations  NAHON,  Network, 
and  the  JSU  cooperated  to  organize 
the  emergency  rally  in  response  to 
recent  developments  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  Kevin  Blaumberg,  central 
region  chairman  of  NAHON, 
stressed  public  awareness  of  the 
plight  of  Soviet  Jews  and  the  need 
for  international  support  saying  the 
problems  of  Soviet  Jewry  have  not 
improved,  they  have  only  changed 
and  in  some  senses  have  gotten 
much  worse. 

Next,  Lena  Rosenberg,  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Soviet  Jewish  Com¬ 
munity  offered  some  background 
on  the  current  situation  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  She  stated  that  the 
situation  has  deteriorated  to  the 
point  where  Jews  are  being  physi¬ 
cally  harassed  in  the  streets  and  the 
Jews  of  Leningrad  are  being 
threatened  with  pogroms  which 
were  set  to  commence  as  early  as 
February  28.  Quoting  directly  from 
anti-semitic  articles  in  Soviet  peri¬ 
odicals,  Ms.  Rosenberg  showed 
that  the  current  anti-semitic  wave  is 
fostered  by  the  "Patriotic  Intel¬ 
ligentsia"  and  in  effect  unites  the 
grass-roots  of  the  anti-semitic 
movement  with  what  appears  to  be 
a  state  sanctioned  anti  semitism. 
This,  she  said,  was  apparent  during 
anti-semitic  demonstrations  that 
have  taken  place  throughout  the 
Soviet  Union,  including  Red 
Square,  with  soldiers  looking  on. 
The  situation  is  critical. 

Joseph  Felsen,  vice  president  of 


Network  (NAJSNC).  explained 
that  in  mid-December  an  Israeli- 
Soviet  agreement  was  reached  that 
would  permit  the  emigration  of 
Soviet  Jews  directly  to  Israel.  The 
U.S.A.  responded  by  setting  anim- 
migration  quota  of  50,000  Soviet 
Jews.  The  Soviet  Union,  under 
heavy  pressure  from  Arab 
countries  has  since  rejected  this 
agreement.  Appeals  from  both  the 
United  States  and  Israel  to  resume 
direct  flights  from  Moscow  to  Is¬ 
rael  have  fallen  on  deaf  ears. 

Mr.  Felsen  stressed  that  govern¬ 
ment  pressure  must  be  brought  to 
bear  on  the  Soviet  Union.  He  went 
on  to  say  right-wing  nationalistic 
movements  such  as  Pamyat,  a 
“Historical  Society”  that  embodies 
anti-semilism,  must  be  halted 
before  their  destructive  ambitions 
are  realized. 

Ari  Ronenblum,  a  University  of 


Toronto  representative  of 
NAJSNC,  recalled  a  demonstration 
in  support  of  Soviet  Jewry  in 
Washington  three  years  ago  that 
was  300,000  strong.  He  stressed 
that  the  time  lo  speak  up  is  now. 
Complacency  in  light  of  the  facts 
will  result  in  untold  misery  and 
death  for  the  millions  of  Jews  in  tire 
Soviet  Union. 

The  opportunity  presents  itself 
as  never  before  in  history  to  affect 
the  future  of  the  Jewish  people .  We 
can  not  stand  by  idly.  The  lack  of 
deceptive  methods  used  in  this 
threat  to  Soviet  Jewry  leaves  little 
to  the  imagination.  As  Lena  Rosen¬ 
berg  said  while  quoting  a  Soviet 
anti-semitic  article,  “The  best 
reason  for  us  to  kill  you  today  is 
to  reduce  the  time  and  money 
that  would  be  required  to  find 
you  and  kill  you  tomorrow:  you 
will  die.” 


Rally  for  Soviet  Jewry 


Finta  -  The  Man, 
and  The  Myth... 


by  Yoav  Bohbot  and  liana  Wilner 
York  University,  Toronto  Onl. 

In  Canada's  first  war  crimes 
case,  Imre  Finta  is  being  charged 
under  the  new  war  crimes  legisla¬ 
tion  enacted  in  1987.  Finta  has 
been  accused  of,  among  other 
things,  kidnapping  and  forcibly 
confining  8,617  Jews  in  Hungary. 

The  eight  point  indictment  in¬ 
cludes  a  charge  of  manslaughter  in 
connection  with  the  deaths  of  an 
unspecified  number  of  Jews  while 
Finta  was  acting  as  the  captain  of 
the  Hungarian  Gendarme.  During 
World  War  II,  Nazi  Germany  did 
not  have  enough  manpower  in  the 
town  of  Szeged,  Hungary  to  imple¬ 
ment  their  goals  in  the  occupied 
countries.  So  to  supplement,  they 
gave  the  responsibility  to  the  local 
security  police. 

Finta  has  pleaded  not  guilty  to 
the  charge  of  forcibly  confining 
these  8,617  Jews  in  a  brick-yard  in 
Szeged.  He  is  also  being  held 
responsible  for  being  involved 
their  deportation  our 
of  the  country  in  1944 
leading  to  many 
deaths  on  the  crowded 
trains. 

The  Crown  Prose¬ 
cutor.  Christopher 
Amersing  said  in  his 
opening  statements 
given  late  last  year, 
that  Finta  forced  the 
Hungarian  Jews  onto 
railway  cars  which 
were  so  overcrowded 
that  the  train’s  oc¬ 
cupants  had  to  remain  standing 
throughout  their  journey.  For  the 
entire  trip  the  people  within  the 
box-cars  had  to  survive  with  little 
food,  water,  orsanitation  facilities, 
as  they  travelled  for  days  into  two 
camps — Strasshof,  in  Austria,  and 
Auschwitz. 

Mordechai  Schnitzer  testified  in 
December,  1989,  that  the  railcar  he 
was  in  was  so  “packed”.  “It  was 
utterly  impossible  to  sit  down. ..It 
was  stifling.lt  was  horrendously 
overcrowded  and  people  died 
along  the  way."  He  also  said  that 
the  doors  of  the  car  were  opened 
once  during  his  trip  when  a  bucket 
of  water  and  some  bread  was  given 
to  them. 

Another  witness,  Vera  Kardos, 
now  a  Montreal  resident,  told  the 
court  that  one  pail  was  placed  in¬ 
side  the  box-car  to  serve  as  a  toilet 
for  the  three  day  journey,  but  in 
“the  crush  of  humanity"  people 
couldn't  always  get  to  the  bucket. 

During  the  journey  Mrs.  Kardos 
only  had  a  bit  of  salami  a  day  for 
nourishment.  When  Finta's  lawyer 
suggested  that  she  could  have 
asked  others  to  share  their  food,  she 
replied  that,  "Food  was  so  pre¬ 
cious,  people  didn't  ask  " 

Finta  was  arrested  in  December 
of  1987,  while  attempting  to  board 


a  bus  from  Hamilton  to  Buffalo. 
New  York.  The  charges  were  laid 
two  months  after  Parliament 
amended  the  Canadian  Criminal 
Code  to  allow  such  persons  to  be 
held  responsible  for  their  crimes. 
(Finta  is  a  retired  Toronto  Res¬ 
taurateur.)  Prior  to  his  retirement 
he  owned  the  "Moulin  Rouge”. 
The  trial  is  expected  to  take  ap¬ 
proximately  six  months,  as  was  es¬ 
timated  by  the  Defence  Council, 
Douglas  Christie.  Christie,  who 
resides  in  British  Columbia,  has 
also  defended  Ernst  Zundel  and 
Jim  Keegstra. 

The  present  jury  consists  of 
eight  women  and  four  men:  two 
civil  servants,  two  homemakers, 
two  secretaries,  two  teachers,  a 
clerk,  a  factory  worker,  a  store 
manager,  and  a  communications 
technician  The  jury  was  chosen 
from  180  potential  jurors.  As  part 
of  the  selection  process.  Christie 
asked  these  potential  candidates  if 
they  or  any  relative  had  ever  “been 
involved  with  a  concentration 
camp,  inrernmenr 
camp  or  deportation." 

Videotaped  com¬ 
missioned  evidence 
was  taken  of  twenty- 
nine  witnesses  in  Is¬ 
rael  and  Budapest. 
Hungary.  This  amou¬ 
nted  to  over  200  hours 
of  videotaped  tes¬ 
timony.  Their  evi¬ 
dence  has  been  and 
will  continue  to  be 
shown  in  segments  on 
video  monitors  for  the 

jury. 

Christie  was  quoted  in  February 
of  1989,  while  in  Tel  Aviv,  “there 
are  no  significant  witnesses  to  my 
knowledge  in  Canada."  reported 
Gordon  Barthos  to  the  Toronto 
Star.  To  date,  at  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Ontario,  there  have  been  a  num¬ 
ber  witnesses  who  have  stepped  up 
to  the  stand  to  testify  that  they  saw 
the  Hungarian  officer  in  his 
captain's  uniform  at  the  brickyard. 

Hedvig  Weores  said  that  she 
remembers  the  gendarme  captain 
wore  "boots,  breeches  tucked  into 
the  boots,  a  jacket  and  a  belt  which 
was  part  of  the  uniform."  She  said 
this  man,  whom  she  has  identified 
as  Finta  “took  the  walking  stick 
cane  from  her  (mother's)  hand.  He 
broke  off  the  top  handle,  and  gave 
it  back  to  her.  He  only  put  the  silver 
handle  into  his  pocket.  He  said 
'you  won't  need  this  anyway'." 

Erzsebet  Pudler  said  that  Finta 
told  Jews  that  they  were  “a 
plague  on  the  body  of  the  nation 
and  you  will  all  drop  dead ,  perish 
like  animaLs."  The  officer  made 
the  statement  on  a  raised  platform 
in  the  brickyard  where  they  were 
confined  until  they  were  carted 
away  on  the  cattle  cars  to  the  inter¬ 
nment  camps 

The  trial  continues 


Editorial 

The  Drive  For  Freedom 


by  Jonathan  Mettz 

Reform  has  caughl  western 
countries  off-guard.  Mikhail  Gor¬ 
bachev  has  opened  the  country  to 
many  economic  and  political 
freedoms  .It  was  only  last  year  that 
Jews,  by  law,  were  not  allowed  to 
practice  their  religion. 

With  the  newly  developed 
freedom  to  express  one's  religion, 
comes  other  freedoms.  One  of 
which  is  expressing  one's  anger  or 
hatred  against  different  cultures  or 
religions. 

Though  it  is  supposed  to  be  il¬ 
legal  to  express  your  racial  hatred 
in  Russia,  it  is  now  occurring  with 
very  little,  if  any,  intervention. 
"There  have  been  some  1 ,000  anti- 
semitic  rallies,  more  than  50 
desecrations  of  Jewish  cemeteries 
and  vitriolic  hate  leaflets  in  the 
thousands  distributed  every¬ 
where,"  as  reported  in  the  New 
York  Times. 

Groups  like  Pamyat  are  becom¬ 
ing  more  and  more  vocal  with 
slogans  such  as  "Yids  clear  off  to 
Israel!".  As  well,  there  have  been 
reports  of  beatings  of  Jews,  states 
the  magazine  Jews  in  the  USSR. 

May  5  has  been  the  date  chosen 
for  a  pogrom  against  the  Jews, 
reports  the  News  from  Chicago  Ac¬ 
tion.  referring  to  one  of  the  Pamyat 
leaflet  which  calls  on  people  inter¬ 
ested  in  “bashing  the  Yids”  to 
prepare  for  a  nationwide  pogrom 
on  the  5th  of  May.  With  the 
slaughter  of  Azerbaijanis  in  Baku 
now  being  considered  a  pogrom, 
an  emergency  rally  was  held  at 


Nathans  Philip  Square  February 
25.  The  rally  was  held  in  minus  1 8 
degree  weather  with  a  crowd  num¬ 
bering  close  to  200. 

Stressed  in  the  rally  was  affirm¬ 
ative  action.  The  need  to  get  as 
many  Jews  out  of  Russia  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  Telescope  couldn't 
agree  more  and  so,  it  has  organized 
the  TELESCOPE’S  DRIVE  FOR 
FREEDOM-  This  Drive  will 
replace  the  Telescope's  Book 
Drive  that  was  previously  planned. 
Although  we  recognize  the  need 
for  culture,  this  present  emergency 
forces  us  to  cancel  our  previous 
program. 

The  Telescope's  Drive  for 
Freedom  is  established  to  get 
families  with  visas  in  troubled 
areas,  out  of  Russia. 

In  addition,  the  Telescope  or¬ 
ganized,  in  conjunction  with  the 
York  Jewish  Student  Federation,  a 
charity  Masquerade  Ball.  Thisball, 
which  was  formal  (tuxedos  were 
not  mandatory),  was  held  on  Satur¬ 
day  March  17,  1990  at  8:00  p.m.  at 


the  Adelaide  Place,  1  First 
Canadian  Place,  Bay  and  King 
Street.  The  cost  was  $8.00  per  tick¬ 
et  of  which  $2  went  towards  the 
Telescope's  Drive  for  Freedom. 

All  proceeds  for  the  Telescope’s 
Drive  for  Freedom  will  go  to  assist 
Jews  who  wish  to  leave  Russia. 
Cheques  may  be  sent  to: 

The  Telescope’s  Drive  for 
Freedom 
PO  Box  37090 
6478  YongeSt., 

Willowdale.  Ont., 

M2M  4J8 

Tax  deductible  receipts  are  avail¬ 
able  for  donations  over  $5.00. 

For  more  information  call  Peter 
Degroot  at  665-4400  or  Sheri  Snit- 
man  at  736-5178. 

Ignoring  the  problem  is  not  the 
answer.  Jews  are  now  being  called 
upon  to  aid  their  fellow  Jews. 
Whether  through  donations  or  be¬ 
coming  more  involved,  there  is  a 
place  for  you .  Take  advantage  of  it ! 


Telescope's  staff  at  Nathan  Phillips  Square  rally 


ALL-AIR  Co. 

NewAndReconditioned 

Industrial  Duty  Air  Compressors 

1/2  tolOOH.P. 

Maintenance,  Repair  and 
Installation 

of  all  makes  and  models. 


Highest  Allowance  on  Trade-Ins 


Telephone: 

(416)  738-0982 

311  Bowes  Road,  Unit  B2, 
Concord,  Ontario,  L4K  1J1,  Canada 


2  The  Telescope 


UNIVERSITY  AGE  PROGRAMS 


S.S.T.  EXPRESS  (ages  20-24  years)  May  1 6  -  June 20 
A  shorter  version  of  student  summer  tour.  1 7  days  Kibbutz,  1 7 
days  travel 

STUDENT  SUMMER  TOUR  (18-20  years,  10-24  years) 

May  28- July  12 

Also  1 8-20  years  June  1 8  -  Aug.  1  and  June  25  -  Aug.  8 
3  1/2  weeks  Kibbutz  living  and  1 8  days  of  travel. 


ISRAEL  SUMMER  BREAK  (18-23  years) 
June  28- July  30 
A  sweep  of  Israel 


NEW!!  ISRAEL  AGAIN 

June  4  -  June  20 

A  program  especially  designed  for  those  who  want  to 
experience  more 
(18-20  years) 

QUICK  TRIP 

(Ages  25  -  35)  22  Day  Program,  July  1 1  -  Aug.  1 

4-Star  Hotel  accommodation  and  extensive  touring. 

“For  the  older,  more  sophistcated  adventure  seeker!" 

Israel  Youth  Program  Centre 

3910  Bathurst  Street,  Suite  203,  Downsview 

A  PROJECT  OF  THE  YOUTH  AND  HECHALUTE  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CANADIAN  ZIONIST  FEDERATION 

Save  Russian  Jews  Now,  says  Nurenberger 


by  Peter  Degrool 

York  University,  Toronto  Ont. 

Mr.  M.J.  Nurenberger  is  pub¬ 
lisher  and  editor  of  the  Jewish 
Times.  During  the  Second  World 
War  he  served  as  a  war  correspon¬ 
dent  with  the  American  Army,  at 
which  time  he  also  served  as  editor 
of  the  Jewish  Morning  Jomal  in 
New  York.  As  a  compatriot  of  ex- 
Israeli  prime  minister  Begin  and 
current  lsreali  prime  minister 
Yilzchak  Shamir,  he  was  involved 
in  the  rescue  operations  of  the 
Irgun.  a  military  unit,  during  the 
Holocaust.  His  book  entitled  The 
Scared  and  the  Doomed,  addressed 
the  failure  of  the  American  Estab¬ 
lishment  during  World  War  Two  in 
connection  to  the  lack  of  rescue 
attempts  of  the  European  Jews  from 
the  jaws  of  Nazism.  Mr.  Nuren¬ 
berger  addressed  the  6th  of  the 
1989-90  series  of  open  forums  en¬ 
titled  Focus  on  Israel.  These  talks, 
given  at  the  Zionist  Centre,  are 
sponsored  by  the  Toronto  Zionist 
Council  and  the  Canadian 
Holocaust  Remebrance  Associa¬ 


tion. 

In  his  talk  Mr.  Nurenberger  said 
that  the  first  milzvah  of  this  genera¬ 
tion  is  to  take  the  Jews  out  of  the 
Soviet  Union  and  that  drastic  times 
call  for  drastic  measures.  He  also 
said,  he  felt  that  our  past  and 
present  perception  of  the  situation 
in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  USSR  is 
wrought  with  illusion.  To  illustrate 
this  point,  Mr.  Nurenberger  gave 
the  example  of  how,  even  after  the 
early  victories  of  Nazism  in  1933, 
some  Jews  played  down  the  threat 
that  was  to  have  grave  implications 
for  world  Jewry.  That  Nazism 
patronized  Jewish  establishments 
seemed  proof,  again  to  some,  that 
the  "paranoia  about  Nazis"  was  just 
that. 

For  many  years,  this  denial  of 
any  threat  to  the  Jewish  people  has 
been  a  source  of  problems. 
Theodore  Herzl’s  establishment  of 
the  World  Zionist  Congress  over 
100  years  ago  was  the  birth  of 
Zionism.  His  relocation  to  Basel 
from  Munich  was  the  result  of  the 
Protest  Rabbiner,  a  movement  of 
Rabbis  against  Zionism.  Since  the 


establishment  of  Israel,  some  Jews 
have  continued  to  deny  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  threats  against  its  exist¬ 
ence.  Mr.  Nurenberger  said  in  his 
talk  the  undermining  of  the  Jewish 
right  to  a  state  by  Jews  is  incom¬ 
prehensible. 

In  this  day  and  age  of  mass  com¬ 
munication,  it  is  impossible  not  to 
know  what  is  going  on.  He  said  this 
illustrates  the  ongoing  blindness  in 
spite  of  the  clear  messages.  That 
“time  is  of  the  essence"  is  a  fact 
often  seemingly  ignored. 

The  laws  of  the  Nazi  regime 
made  it  illegal  for  a  Jew  to  stay 
alive.  Is  the  world  subject  to  these 
laws?  Will  we  succumbed  to  laws 
that  threaten  Jewish  survival?  Mr. 
Nurenberger  expresses  hope  that 
the  deficiencies  of  world  Jewry  in 
the  face  of  the  Nazi  threat  will  not 
re-occur  in  the  Russian  rescue 
operation. 

Mr.  Nurenberger  noted  that 
regardless  of  the  Soviets  position 
on  the  Arab-Israeli  conflict,  the 
flow  of  Jewish  emigration  from  the 
Soviet  Union  will  continue.  Mr. 
Nurenberger  offered  this  to  us  the 


free  world  as  a  challenges.  We  must 
help  the  Jews  out  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  ensure  that  the  neces¬ 
sary  provisions  are  available  in  Is¬ 
rael.  He  said  we  must  confront  our 
leaders  with  the  question.  "What 
did  you  do  to  expedite  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  Soviet  Jewry  today?” 
Awareness  of  the  plight  of  an  es¬ 
timated  3.5  million  Jews  makes  ac¬ 
tion  a  priority. 

The  example  of  Aliya  from  the 


west  is  the  only  way  to  prevent 
Israel  from  becoming  a  mere 
stopover  for  the  Russian  Aliya. 
The  opportunity  for  Israel  to  gain 
from  this  immigration  is  clear  to 
anyone. 

Mr.  Nurenberger  reiterated, 
“We  must  be  Zionists  today  or  face 
total  anihialation  at  the  hands  of 
our  enemies.  For  llie  first  time  we 
have  a  chance  to  fulfill  the  dream 
of  Zionism." 


Survey  shows  students 
lack  knowledge  of  Holocaust 


by  Angie  Tarek 

York  University ,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Recent  newspaper  articles  have 
dealt  with  the  criticism  of  high 
school  history  books,  claiming  that 
they  deficient  in  iheirdescriptionof 
the  Holocaust.  It  is  feared  that  stu¬ 
dents  emerging  from  high  schools 
in  the  90's  will  not  understand  the 
scope  of  the  tragedy  that  occurred. 
Needless  to  say.  there  is  great  dan¬ 
ger  in  such  ignorance. 

In  order  to  assess  the  current  de¬ 
gree  of  knowledge  among  York 
University  students,  a  survey ,  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  Holocaust,  was  con¬ 
ducted.  The  survey,  in  the  form  of 
a  questionnaire  was  given  to  one 
hundred  non-Jewish  students  who 
had  graduated  from  high  school  the 
previous  year.  Examples  of  the 
questions  posed  are  as  follows: 

Q  -  How  many  Jews  were  mur¬ 
dered  during  the  Holocaust? 

Q  -  Could  the  Holocaust  hap¬ 
pen  again? 

Q  -  How  important  is  educat¬ 
ing  future  and  present  generations 
about  the  Holocaust? 

Q  -  Would  you  consider  the 
crimes  of  the  Nazis  during  the 
Holocaust  to  be  the  most  outstand¬ 
ing  example  of  inhumanity  and  per¬ 
secution  in  history? 

As  well,  the  students  were  asked 
questions  concerning  the  location 
of  their  high  schools,  where  their 
knowledge  of  the  Holocaust 
originated,  and  if  they  consider 
themselves  informed  when  it 
comes  to  the  topic  of  the  Holocaust. 
Many  of  the  results  of  the  survey 
were  surprising.  More  than  a  few 
were  shocking. 

RESULTS 

The  most  disturbing  result  was 
obtained  from  the  basic  question  of 
how  many  Jews  were  murdered 
during  the  Holocaust.  72%  of 
those  polled  gave  an  incorrect 
answer,  and  of  these  students, 
the  majority  believed  that  under 
one  million  Jews  had  been 


slaughtered. 

Another  discouraging  result  was 
obtained  from  the  question  con¬ 
cerning  the  inhumanity  of  the 
Nazi's  actions  during  the 
Holocaust.  Although  all  those  sur¬ 
veyed  ugreed  that  these  actions 
were  immoral,  they  did  not  con¬ 
sider  the  Holocaust  to  be  the  most 
inhumane  event  ever  recorded. 
References  were  made  to  Apart¬ 
heid  and  Hiroshima  as  examples  of 
greater  forms  of  inhumanity.  When 
the  people  were  asked  how  these 
events  could  compare,  in  light  of 
the  deportation,  torture,  and  medi¬ 
cal  experiments,  performed  by  the 
Nazis,  none  could  answer. 

The  students  claimed  to  have  ac¬ 
quired  what  knowledge  they  had 
from  high  school  history  courses  or 
books  like  The  Diary  of  Anne 
Frank.  When  asked  if  the  Holo¬ 
caust  could  happen  again,  29%  said 
“definitely  yes",  because  “nothing 
is  impossible”  and  "all  history 
repeats  itself'.  Twelve  percent  said 
definitely  no. 
since.  "We 
have  learned 
from  our  mis¬ 
take".  But 
have  we?  The 
remaining  stu¬ 
dents  were  un¬ 
sure  if  the 
Holocaust 
could  happen 
again,  admit¬ 
ting  that  they 
had  never  had 
to  think  about 
it  before.  Not 
one  student 
was  familiar 
with  the  word 
Kristallnachf 
which  is 
known  to  be 
the  largest  po¬ 
grom  in  his¬ 
tory. It  oc¬ 
curred’  in 
Germany  on 
Nov  9-10, 

1938  and  is 


thought  to  signify  the  beginning  of 
the  Holocaust.  Qher  similar  results 
confirmed  that  high  school  students 
are  not  sufficiently  educated  on  the 
topic  of  the  Holocaust.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  86  of  those  surveyed  rated 
their  knowledge  as  "average". 

Although  one  hundred  students 
is  a  small  sample  group  for  a  large 
university,  the  group  seemed  to  be 
representative  of  the  majority.  It 
should  all  we  need  to  keep  us  active 
in  our  pursuit  of  enlightening  the 
uneducated  about  the  Holocaust. 
According  to  the  sample  group  sur¬ 
veyed,  students  are  willing  to  be 
informed,  and  believe  that  such 
knowledge  is  important  to  present 
and  future  generations.  The 
majority  admitted  that  they  do  not 
keep  themselves  well-informed 
about  Holocaust-related  issues  in 
Canada  (for  example,  war 
criminals)  only  because  they  lack  a 
basis  for  understanding  such  is- 

A  general  state  of  open  minded¬ 


ness  existed  among  the  students 
polled.  They  sympathized  with  the 
Jewish  position  on  the  Holocaust 
and  denounced  the  persecution  of 
Jews  and  other  groups  at  the  hands 
of  the  Nazis.  The  expectation  that 
the'  researcher  would  be  met  with 
indifference  and  hostility  was  un¬ 
founded.  What  was  confirmed, 
however,  was  that  not  enough  is 
being  done  to  educate  high  school 
students  about  the  Holocaust. 

A  great  threat  exists  when  a 
generation  doesn't  learn  that  the 
Holocaust  could  happen  again. 
There  is  an  even  greater  danger 
when  the  Holocaust  is  forgotten.  To 
avoid  these  dangers,  we  must  take 
advantage  of  students'  willingness 
to  team.  The  Canadian  educational 
system  should  fill  students'  minds 
with  the  undeniable  facts,  horrid  as 
they  are.  The  paragraph  or  single 
page  normally  found  in  history 
texts  is  insufficient  and  no  longer 
excusable. 


The  Jerusalem 

Post’s 

freedom: 

Facing  the 
question  of  its 
own  survival 

by  Absalom  Adam 

York  University,  Toronto,  Ont.. 

Last  summer  Mr.  David  Rad/c r. 
president  of  Hollinger  Inc.,  in 
Canada  became  the  proprietor  of 
The  Jerusalem  Post.  On  December 
25.  1989,  the  editor  of  the  Post. 
Erwin  Frankcl,  after  serving  as  the 
chief  editor  for  the  last  14  years 
together  with  some  senior  editors 
and  reporters,  resigned.  The  resig¬ 
nation  of  these  members  of  the 
editorial  board  and  the  reporters  of 
the  Post  came  as  a  response  to  a 
threat  to  their  freedom  of  speech 
The  dilemma  that  they  faced  is 
quite  simple:  Either  they  will  con¬ 
tinue  as  journalists  for  the  Post  and 
express  David  Radler's  voice,  or 
they  will  not  continue  as  journalists 
for  the  Post  and  express  their  own 
views  elsewhere.  Of  course,  the 
price  for  their  decision  is  in  terms 
of  their  careers,  families,  future 
etc.  Now.  moral  dilemmas  are  not 
easy  to  approach,  but  in  Israel  the 
press  is  a  watchdog  over  Israel 
democracy.  The  freedom  of  the 
press  is  as  important  for  some  as 
their  own  personal  needs.  This 
event  illustrates  the  cost  some  Is¬ 
rael  journalists  are  willing  to  pay 
for  their  belief  in  freedom  of 
speech,  and  how  they  arc  willing  to 
take  a  stand  against  the  proprietor, 
a  Canadian  citizen,  while  paying  a 
high  price  for  their  decision.  Ironi¬ 
cally.  a  supplement  to  the  Post's 
International  Winter  Edition  1989 
tackles  the  question  “How  freedom 
of  the  press  and  the  values  of  an 
open  society  are  preserved  during  a 
state  of  seige ".  Yet,  the  current 
state  of  affairs  is  better  described 
by  the  former  Post  editor,  who  gave 
one  of  the  reasons  for  the  resigna¬ 
tion-  as  the  feeling  that  political 
right  would  prefer  the  Jerusalem 
Post,  because  of  it  language  to  be 
Israel's  window  to  the  world  rather 
than  its  readers  window  to  Israel 
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One  small  voice 

by  Brian  Radnoff 

University  of  Toronto,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Brian  Radnoff  is  the  Teleseo/xt's  University  of  Toronto  representative.  His  column  will 
deal  mainly  with  issues  facing  Israel  today,  although  oilier  issues  will  also  be  tackled. 

This  month  I  would  like  to  talk  about  an  article  that  appeared  in  the  February  15, 1990 
issue  of  the  Canadian  Jewish  News.  This  article  just  happened  to  be  about  a  couple  of 
new  national  newspapers,  and  one  of  them  just  happened  to  be  theTclescope.  It  was  very 
nice  of  the  CJN  reporter.  Gil  Kezwer,  to  give  the  Telescope  some  constructive  (?) 
criticisms  on  how  to  improve  future  issues  while  he  was  interviesving  the  Telescope's 
executive  director.  Adam  Szweras  and  editor-in-chief,  Jonathan  Meltz.  It  was  even  nice; 
for  the  reporter  in  his  article  to  make  the  Telescope  staff  seem  like  complete  idiots  who 
don’t  know  what  they  are  doing  and  make  the  paper  seem  like  a  badly  written  and  badly 
published  rag.  He.  however,  neglected  to  point  out  that  the  issue  he  reviewed  was  the 
first  issue  of  a  newspaper  established  only  months  ago.  He  did  not  acknowledge  that  first 
issues  will  always  have  "bugs"  and.  with  time,  these  "bugs"  will  be  dealt  with. 

In  addition,  Gil  Kezwer  misquoted  Szweras  and  Meltz  as  well  as  getting  information 
wrong  in  his  article.  Szweras  is  the  first  yearpoly-sci  student  and  Meltz  is  in  second  year 
fine  arts,  not  the  reverse  as  Gil  Kezwer  stated.  Also,  at  the  time  of  the  interview,  the 
Telescope  and  The  Hillel  Star  had  not  as  yet  reached  agreement  for  the  sharing  of  articles. 

Let's  face  it;  the  first  issue  wasn't  perfect,  but  considering  the  fact  that  it  was  put 
together  by  only  a  few  people  with  almost  no  help  in  a  very  short  time,  it  was  pretty  good. 
Now  that  these  people  have  more  help,  the  paper  can  only  improve.  The  CJN  should 
encourage  rather  than  knock  Jewish  students  trying  to  make  a  difference  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  This  is  not  to  say  the  CJN  must  portray  the  Telescope  in  the  best  light  possible, 
but  surely  it  can  be  a  bit  more  supportive. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Jewish  Nazis... 


Dear  Editor. 

Yes,  that's  right.  Jewish  Nazis.  At  least 
that's  what  Richard  Gwyn  of  the  Toronto  Star 
would  have  his  readers  believe.  Anyone  who 
read  his  December  13,  1989  column  would 
have  to  be  appalled  at  the  audacity  of  this 
man.  He  claims  that  "Israel  is  doing  to 
another  people  what  so  often  has  been  done 
to  the  Jews.  Israel's  policy  of  'collective 
punishment'  makes  it  a  crime  to  be  a  Pales¬ 
tinian  as  it  once  was  a  crime  to  be  a  Jew." 

Gwyn  defines  "collective  punishment"  as 
"penalizing  a  family  or  village  for  the  alleged 
crimes  of  an  individual",  and  he  tries  to  con¬ 
nect  this  policy  with  Nazism. 

I  take  exception  to  this  viciously  hateful 
diatribe  on  two  grounds.  Firstly,  the  Nazis 
made  a  daily  ritual  of  killing  Jewish  people 
for  no  reason,  let  alone  for  the  crimes  of  an 
individual  amongst  the  community.  In  their 
eyes,  it  was  a  crime  to  be  bom  if  one  was 
Jewish.  The  Israelis,  on  the  other  hand,  do 
not  make  it  a  crime  to  hold  any  faith,  Pales¬ 
tinians  included.  They  only  punish  Pales¬ 
tinians  who  deserve  to  be  punished.  Under 
Sections  1 1 2  and  1 1 9  ( 1 )  of  the  British  man¬ 
date,  and  under  Article  53  of  the  fourth 
Geneva  convention,  the  demolition  of  houses 
is  recommended  “especially  when  capital 
punishment  is  not  used  against  terrorists" 
which  is  what  these  people  are. 

Secondly,  the  Israelis  will  not  randomly 
attack  anyone.  They  will  have  good  reason  to 
attack  when  and  where  they  do.  The  Israelis 


have  gained  untold  notoriety  around  the 
world  for  their  humane  war  tactics.  They  - 
never  attack  hospitals  or  schools.  The  Pales¬ 
tinians  appear  to  be  using  this  factor  to  their 
advantage,  as  they  mask  the  real  warmongers 
behind  rows  of  children  throwing  stones. 

Richard  Gwyn.  in  his  infinite  power, 
seems  to  have  let  his  underlying  beliefs 
betray  his  position.  He  seems  to  have  forgot¬ 
ten.  along  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  who 
actually  started  this,  and  every  other  round  of 
the  Arab-Isracli  conflict.  The  Israelis  were 
certainly  not  the  protagonists  here,  and  they 
do  not  deserve  to  be  treated  as  if  they  were. 

While  being  interviewed  by  a  Toronto 
Jewish  newspaper,  Gwyn's  editor,  John  Ferri 
told  the  paper  that  Gwyn's  Nazi-Zionist  con¬ 
nection  was  "a  justified  statement"  even  after 
it  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  (Ferri)  that  the 
opinion  had  no  factual  basis  and  was  purely 
anti-Israel  propaganda.  Thus,  it  is  my  belief 
that  while  Richard  Gwyn  is  certainly  a  blatant 
anti-Zionist,  and  anti-semite,  he  is  not  alone. 
He  is  just  the  visible  part  of  Toronto  Star 
editorial  policy  towards  the  ongoing  violence 
in  Israel. 

This  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue. 
Israel  is  having  a  hard  enough  time  trying  to 
repress  violence  in  a  fair  manner  without 
having  to  be  abused  by  prominent  Western 
media  goons  like  Richard  Gwyn  and  the 
Toronto  Star.  I'd  like  to  see  how  Richard 
Gwyn  and  his  editorial  staff  would  deal  with 
the  issue  if  they  were  leading  the  government 
of  Israel... heaven  forbid! 

Yehuda  Posh 


We  will  publish,  space  permitting,  letters  up  to  500  words.  They  must  be  typed, 
double  spaced,  accompanied  by  the  writer’s  name  and  phone  number.  Libelous 
material  will  be  rejected. 
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York  Presents  Program  on  Intifada 


Tu  Bishvat 


by  Cindy  Latier 

York  University,  Toronto, 

Ontario 

The  York  Political  Science  Stu¬ 
dents  Association  presented  “The 
Intifada:  A  Way  of  Life"  on 
February  5  at  York  University.  The 
format  consisted  of  two  Israeli 
professors,  one  of  Jewish  and  one 
of  Arabic  descent,  discussing  the 
impact  of  the  Intifada  on  Israelis 
and  Palestinians. 

This  was  in  no  way  a  debate.  It 
was  clearly  stated  at  the  beginning 
of  the  discussion  that  both  par¬ 
ticipants  favoured  a  two-state  solu¬ 
tion  in  the  area.  The  Jewish  speaker 
stated  that  those  expecting  con¬ 
troversy  would  be  disappointed.  In 
his  speech  he  spoke  of  how  the 
Intifada  affected  him  as  a  professor 
at  Tel  Aviv  University.  He  told  a 
story  about  the  4-1/2  year  old  son  of 
a  member  of  the  janitorial  staff  who 
lived  in  Gaza.  He  said  that  the  boy 
had  been  hit  in  the  eye  with  a  plastic 
bullet  and  described  how  the 
university  staff  raised  money  for 
the  family  to  ensure  that  the  boy  got 


the  best  medical  care.  The  second 
situation  he  described  involved  two 
men  who  were  imprisoned  for  their 
refusal  to  do  reserve  military  duty 
in  the  territories.  The  third  observa¬ 
tion  concerned  the  Arab  municipal 
workers  in  Tel  Aviv  who  were  re¬ 
quired  to  wear  arm  bands  identify¬ 
ing  them  as  such.  He  felt  that  this 
rule  was  degrading  to  the  workers. 
He  concluded  by  saying  that 
polarization  in  Israel  has  increased 
during  the  Intifada. 

The  Arab  professor  began  her 
talk  by  focussing  on  the  political 
structures  formed  by  the  Pales¬ 
tinians  during  the  Intifada.  She 
claimed  that  there  is  a  new  sense  of 
unity  between  the  Palestinians. 
Bulletins  on  policy,  she  said,  are 
distributed  to  every  village  and 
there  is  a  large  amount  of  central 
direction.  She  put  a  great  deal  of 
emphasis  on  the  widespread  role  of 
women.  Women,  she  declared,  are 
active  in  providing  education,  lead¬ 
ing  marches,  organizing  day-care, 
and  forming  industrial  and  agricul¬ 
tural  co-operatives.  She  said  that 
the  Intifada  has  given  Palestinian 


U  of  T’s  “Mind  Games 


by  Michael  Sidlofsky 
University  of  Toronto,  Toronto, 
Out. 

Formost  people,  the  word  “cull" 
evokes  many  bizarre  images: 
groups  of  glassy-eyed  zombies  in 
bizarre  dress,  chanting  slogans  and 
passing  out  esoteric  pamphlets  in 
shopping  centres.  This  is  the  sort  of 
impression,  of  cults  that  news 
media  typically  conveys.  It  is, 
however,  a  potentially  dangerous 
impression  because  as  a  result 
people  tend  to  assume  that  they 
could  never  be  convinced  into  join¬ 
ing  such  a  group. 

The  truth  is  that  these  groups  are 
generally  much  more  sophistica¬ 
ted.  In  order  to  recruit  members, 
such  organizations  assume  a  var¬ 
iety  of  disguises,  including  weight- 
loss  clinics,  social  action  clubs  and 
business  seminars.  A  cult  is  there¬ 
fore  difficult  to  recognize  at  First. 
New  members  arc  lured  with 
promises  of  spiritual  salvation, 
wisdom,  and  a  chance  to  “save  the 
world".  The  real  purpose  of  a  cult, 
however,  is  to  make  a  great  deal  of 
money  for  the  leader  through  ex¬ 
ploiting  the  members.  This  goal  is 
achieved  by  gradually  weakening 
an  individual's  free  will  and  ability 
to  think  critically.  Members  arc 
discouraged  from  asking  questions 
and  even  from  contacting  family 
and  friends.  Soon,  they  lose  any 
control  over  their  own  lives,  some¬ 
times  permanently. 

"But  aren't  these  groups  il¬ 
legal?"  Unfortunately,  they  are 
not.  since  the  right  to  form  any 
organization  is  protected  by  the 
Constitution,  as  well  as  people 
joining  cults  voluntarily.  The  best 
way  to  fight  the  spread  of  cults  is  to 
educate  public  about  their  methods 
and  the  harm  that  they  cause. 

The  Mind  Games  Program  at  the 
University  of  Toronto  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  to  show  how  culls  can  be 
deceptive  in  recruiting  new  mem¬ 
bers.  Co-ordinated  by  the  Jewish 
Students'  Union/Hillel  and  co¬ 


sponsored  by  the  Students'  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Council,  Mind  Games 
ran  last  fall  for  the  sixth  consecu¬ 
tive  year,  from  October  30  to 
November  2.  The  title,  “Mind 
Games"  was  chosen  in  order  to  em¬ 
phasize  the  deceptive  recruitment 
and  mind  control  techniques  of  cult 
groups,  rather  than  the  groups 
themselves.  This  distinction  is  im¬ 
portant  as  some  groups  have  ac¬ 
cused  the  Mind  Games  program  of 
spreading  “hate  Propaganda" 
against  religious  groups.  In  fact, 
the  philosophy  behind  the  program 
is  that  people  have  the  right  to  join 
any  organization  they  want,  but 
they  should  know  what  they  arc 
getting  into  before  they  join. 

Mind  Games  '89  featured  four 
experts  on  mind  control.  Mike 
Kropveld,  Director  of  the  Hillel 
Cult  Project  in  Montreal,  spoke  on 
"The  Dangers  of  Involvement"  in 
cults.  His  statements  were  under¬ 
lined  by  a  U  of  T  student's  personal 
description  of  herone  time  involve¬ 
ment  in  a  group  on  campus.  She 
found  that  the  group  was  far  from 
just  a  Biblc-study  club,  because  the 
members  constantly  phoned  to 
"check  up"  on  her  and  frequently 
compelled  her  to  confess  her  sins 
and  shortcomings,  making  her  feel 
confused  and  inadequate.  As  well, 
the  group  tried  to  dissuade  her  from 
studying  law.  Last  month,  this 
group  lost  its  club  status  at  York 
University  due  to  its  questionable 
recruitment  techniques. 

Bob  Fellow,  a  Los  Angeles 
magician  and  mind  control  expert, 
gave  a  demonstration  on  “Mind 
Magic".  Through  the  use  of  magic 
tricks  and  mock  mind-reading  dis¬ 
plays.  he  showed  how  some  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups  fool 
people, including  skeptics,  into 
believing  that  they  posess  mystical 
powers.  Fellows  advised  students 
to  have  an  open  mind,  "but  not  so 
open  that  your  brains  fall  out." 

Satan  worship  has  received  a 
great  deal  of  media  attention 
recently.  Robert  Tticker,  Director 


JSF  celebrating  Tb  Bishvat  with  a  table  of  fruit 


Israel  week  at  the 
University  of  Toronto 


women  the  chance  to  emerge  from 
a  patriarchal  society. 

The  speakers  may  have  had 
similar  political  beliefs,  but  the 
audience  seemed  quite  diverse, 
ranging  from  right  wing  Zionists  to 
socialists  to  Palestinian  Arabs. 
Audience  reaction  to  the  speakers 
was,  therefore,  varied.  One  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  audience  asked  how 
threats  against  suspected  col¬ 
laborators  in  the  territories  could  be 
acceptable.  Both  speakers 
responded  that  the  territories  are 
not  under  democratic  rule,  and  said 
that  extreme  measures  are  some¬ 
times  needed.  Another  member  of 
the  audience  questioned  the  Arab 
speaker's  description  of  the  In¬ 
tifada  as  a  "peaceful  project”.  She 
responded  that,  although  advanced 
weapons  were  available  to  the 
Palestinians,  there  was  a  deliberate 
decision  not  to  use  them.  The 
reasons  given  for  this  were  that  Is¬ 
rael  was  too  powerful  militarily, 
and  that  support  for  the  Palestinian 
cause  from  the  world  in  general  and 
the  Israelis  specifically  would  be 
lost. 


”  week 


of  the  Council  on  Mind  Abuse 
(COMA)  in  Toronto,  spoke  about 
the  dangers  of  “Satanism  and  Ritual 
Abuse".  Although,  careful  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  harmful  and 
harmless  occult  practices.  Tucker 
indicated  that  Satanic  sacrificial 
rites,  which  involve  brutal  killings 
of  animals  or  people,  are  becoming 
more  common.  He  suggested  that 
young  Satanists  may  be  influenced 
to  a  great  extent  by  certain  horror 
films  and  heavy  metal  songs  which 
glorify  violence  and  death. 

Mind  Games  concluded  with  a 
screening  of  the  Canadian  film. 
Ticket  to  Heaven,  which  is  based  on 
the  true  story  of  a  young  man  who 
became  involved  in  a  harmful 
religious  cult  and  remained  help¬ 
less  until  his  family  and  friends  res¬ 
cued  him. 

Because  mind  control  groups 
remain  a  potential  danger  to  univer¬ 
sity  students,  it  is  vital  that  people 
become  educated  about  how  to  spot 
and  avoid  such  organizations. 


by  Brian  Radnoff, 

U  ofT,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Israel  Week,  held  at  the  end  of 
January,  was  hosted  by  the  Jewish 
Students  Union/Hillel.  Israel  Week 
is  an  annual  event  celebrating  and 
exhibiting  the  culture  of  Israel.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Israel  Week  coordinator 
Laura  Rosen,  a  second  year  English 
and  Near  Eastern  Studies  Major, 
"You  know  that  Jewish  students  are 
going  to  come  out  for  Israel  Week, 
but  we  also  wanted  to  reach  out  to 
non-Jews  to  explain  the  reality  of 
Israel." 

Held  in  the  lobby  of  the  Sydney 
Smith  Building.  Israel  Week  kick¬ 
ed  off  with  a  lunch-hour  concert  of 
Hebrew  songs  by  the  youth  choir  of 
the  Beth  Habonim  Congregation. 
Israel  Week  also  included  a  Judaica 
sale,  a  display  of  study  and  travel 
opportunities  in  Israel  and  the  Bul- 
gar  Klezmer  Band,  which  played  a 
medley  of  soulful  Yiddish  tunes. 

The  week's  highlight  was  the 
premiere  screening  in  Canada  of 
"Because  of  That  War",  which 
recently  became  the  first  Israeli 
film  to  win  a  Soviet  cinematog¬ 
raphy  award.  Made  in  1988  by  Oma 
Ben  Dov-Niv,  a  young  Tel  Aviv 
director,  the  documentary  ex¬ 
amines  the  impact  of  the  Holocaust 
on  a  second  generation  of  Israeli 
youth. 

A  unique  feature  of  this  year’s 
display  was  the  participation  of 


three  Baha'i  students  who  handed 
out  literature  about  their  faith's 
world  centre  in  Israel.  Rosen  said 
that  while  some  students  were  ap¬ 
prehensive  about  the  participation 
of  the  Baha'i,  their  display  added 
credibility  to  Israel's  position  as  a 
tolerant  and  democratic  state. 
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Issa  Mohammad  in  Canada 


by  Jeff  Kippel, 

York  University,  Toronto, 

Ontario 

h  was  1968.  Mr.  Mohammad 
and  Mr.  Suleiman  arrived  at 
Athens  airport  from  Beirut  aboard 
an  Air  France  flight,  and  waited  for 
their  "target"  to  arrive.  The  EL  AL 
Boeing  707.  carrying  41  pas¬ 
sengers.  was  ready  for  take-off.  As 
it  moved  towards  the  runway  two 
men  carrying  submachine  guns 
charged  the  plane,  spraying  gunfire 
and  incendiary  grenades.  Moaz 
Poraz.  the  co-pilot,  screamed  for 
all  the  passengers  to  lie  on  the  floor 
and  cover  their  heads  as  one  of  the 
engines  caught  fire.  Police  at  the 
airport  immediately  captured  and 
apprehended  the  two  terrorists. 

Leon  Shirdan.  an  Israeli  port 
construction  engineer,  was  found 
dead  with  four  bullets  in  his  body. 

The  Popular  Front  for  the  Libera- 
tion  of  Palestine  (PFLP)  claimed 
responsibility. 

The  two  men  were  sentenced  in 
a  Greek  court  in  1970  to  17  years 
and  five  months  in  prison.  They 
were  found  guilty  of  manslaughter, 
arson,  illegal  possession  and  use  of 
firearms  and  explosives  and 
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obstructing  air  navigation. 

But  this  was  not  the  end  of  it. 

Two  days  after  the  terrorist  at¬ 
tack  in  Athens.  Israel  retaliated. 
Two  commando  helicopters,  com¬ 
ing  in  from  the  coast,  landed  at 
Beirut  International  Airport  at  9:30 
p.m.  Within  30  minutes,  they 
levelled  the  Middle  East  Airlines 
repair  hangars  and  destroyed  13 
airliners.  One  of  the  Middle  East 
Airlines  planes  was  getting  ready 
for  take-off  when  all  86  passengers 
wereordered  off  (he  aircraft.  It  was 
then  blown  up. 

There  were  no  casualties. 

One  year  later,  after  serving  only 
one  seventieth  of  his  prison  term, 
Mohmoud  Muhammad  Issa 
Mohammad  was  released  from 
Greece  in  a  hostage  exchange.  He 
and  six  other  Palestinian  terrorists 
were  set  free  in  exchange  for  55 
hostages  being  held  by  the  PLO  on 
an  Olympic  Airlines  plane  in 
Athens. 

Fourteen  years  later,  the  con¬ 
victed  Palestinian  terrorist  applied 
for  Canadian  immigration  status 
from  Madrid.  Because  of  two 
"oversights"  by  CSIS  (Canadian 
Security  and  Intelligence  Service), 
Mohammad  now  resides  in 
Brantford,  Ontario  with  his  wife 
and  three  children. 

During  the  security  screening  in 
Madrid,  CSIS  "missed"  identify¬ 
ing  him  as  a  member  of  the  PFLP. 
of  of  being  involved  in  any  terrorist 
activities.  On  February  25,  1987, 
Mohammad  boarded  a  plane  leav¬ 
ing  Madrid  to  go  to  Canada.  At  this 
time,  CSIS  received  a  warning  is¬ 
sued  by  the  CIA  and  the  Mossad 
(the  Israeli  secret  service)  revealing 
Mohammad's  identity.  CSIS  then 
sent  an  urgent  message  to  notify 
officials  at  External  Affairs  and  Im¬ 
migration  in  Toronto  about  the  mis¬ 
take,  but  due  to  a  delay  the  memo 
arrived  two  hours  late.  Mohammad 
and  his  family  had  already  gone 
through  customs  at  the  Lester  B. 
Pearson  International  Airport. 

Mohammad  was  immediately 
placed  under  surveillance  by  the 
RCMP. 

According  to  a  report  in  The 
Globe  and  Mail,  a  memo  was  is¬ 
sued  to  Benoit  Bouchard,  Immigra¬ 
tion  Minister,  from  Gaetan  Lus- 
sier.  Deputy  Immigration 
Minister,  on  July  18, 1987,  stating 
that  although  Mohammad  “has 
been  identified  as  a  potential 
security  threat  and  person 


known  to  have  been  involved  in 
terrorist  action,  CSIS  does  not 
consider  him  to  be  an  immediate 
threat  to  the  safety  of 
Canadians”. 

Mohammad  was  recommended 
for  deportation  shortly  after  his  ar¬ 
rival  because  he  violated  section  1 2 
of  Canada’s  immigration  law, 
which  states,  “Every  person  shall 
answer  truthfully  all  questions  put 
to  that  person". 

Hearings  soon  began  to  examine 
the  case  under  section  27  of  the 
Immigration  Act  which  states  that 
“if  a  person  was  granted  landing 
subject  to  terms  and  conditions’,-  has 
knowingly  contravened  any  of 
those  terms  or  conditions,  or  if  that 
person  were  an  immigrant,  would 
not  be  granted  landing  by  reasons 
of  his  being  a  member  of  an  inad¬ 
missible  class  or  due  to  his  having 
been  convicted  of  an  offence  before 
having  been  granted  landing". 

According  to  The  Toronto  Star, 
shortly  after  investigation  into 
Mohammad's  illegal  entry  into 
Canada  began,  threats  were 
received  by  the  Canadian  govern¬ 
ment  from  the  Homeland  Defence 
Organization  warning  that  if 
Mohammad  was  deported, 
Canadians  living  in  Lebanon 
would  be  kidnapped. 

At  the  February  15  hearing 
Mohammad  revealed  that  he  did  lie 
to  gain  access  into  Canada,  but  that 
he  had  not  been  involved  in  any 
terrorist  activities  since  the  1968 
bombing. 

But  Yitzhak  Goncn,  head  of  the 
Israeli  Airline  Pilot’s  Association, 
produced  evidence  that  Moham¬ 


mad  had  been  active  on  many  oc¬ 
casions,  such  as  the  1 986  attack  on 
the  Jewish  Institute  in  Morocco. 
Gonen  also  showed  that  Moham¬ 
mad  had  been  involved  in  a  PLO 
organization  known  as  the  Abu  El 
Hoi,  which  gathers  information  for 
terrorist  activities.  Gonen's 
evidence  was  dismissed  because 
when  he  was  questioned  further  he 
could  not  answer  without  giving 
away  military  secrets. 

The  next  deportation  hearing  on 
March  29  was  adjourned  after 
Federal  Immigration  Officers  were 
notable  to  adequately  present  their 
case  due  to  the  unavailability  of  two 
crucial  witnesses. 

On  August  1,  1988,  the  Federal 
Immigration  Department  dropped 
one  of  the  charges  against  Moham¬ 
mad,  which  state  that  he  was  en¬ 
gaging  in  "subversions"  against  a 
democratic  government. 

A  further  hearing  was  then  called 
for  August  22  to  examine  his  "il¬ 
legal"  entry  into  Canada.  This 
meeting  was  stalled  while  the  court 
decided  whether  or  not  to  open  the 
hearings  to  the  press  because  the 
new  evidence  would  threaten 
Mohammad  and  his  family  if  it  was 
made  public 

Later  that  month  the  court  ruled 
in  favour  of  a  press  ban. 

It  has  now  been  almost  three 
years  since  Mohammad  illegally 
gained  access  into  Canada.  Three 
years  of  trials  that  have  gone 
nowhere.  Three  years  of  pressure 
from  the  Israeli  government,  from 
Jewish  organizations,  and  still 
nothing.  Why  is  the  Canadian 
government  so  lax  in  their  deporta¬ 


tion  process? 

Section  3  of  the  Immigration  Act 
states  that  the  act's  objectives  are 
"To  maintain  and  protect  the 
health,  safety  and  good  orderof  the 
Canadian  society,  and  to  promote 
international  order  and  justice  by 
denying  the  use  of  Canadian  ter¬ 
ritory  to  persons  who  are  likely  to 
engage  in  criminal  activity". By 
not  deporting  the  convicted  Pales¬ 
tinian,  the  government  is  con¬ 
travening  this  act.  It  is  allowing  a 
person  to  live  on  Canadian  soil 
who  might  still  be  engaging  in  ter¬ 
rorist  activities  and  who  may  still 
be  assisting  others  to  murder'  in¬ 
nocent  people. 

If  he  receives  his  Canadian 
citizenship,  he  will  be  protected  by 
Canadian  laws.  Is  there  not  some¬ 
thing  wrong  with  this?  A  convicted 
terrorist  who  has  admitted  to  his 
crime,  who  is  believed  to  have 
been  involved  in  countless  other 
terrorist  activities,  who  lied  to 
Canadian  officials  in  order  to  get 
into  the  country.  This  is  a  man  who 
the  Canadian  government  should 
protect? 

Why  not  ?  He  swore  that  he  has 
not  taken  part  in  any  illegal  ac¬ 
tivities  since  the  1968  attack  on  the 
EL  AL  plane  in  Athens,  and  he 
says  that  he  lied  only  so  he  would 
be  able  to  come  to  Canada  and  start 
a  new  life  for  himself  and  his  fami¬ 
ly.  So  what  if  the  Mossad.  the  CIA 
and  the  RCMP  have  information 
revealing  his  true  nature;  Moham¬ 
mad  is  a  man  to  be  trusted.  He  was 
even  employed  as  a  security  guard 
for  Bums  Security.  He  is  a  man  of 
such  respect  and  honour  that  the 
Federal  Immigration  Department 
was  able  to  drop  one  of  the  charges 
against  him.  So  why  should  he  be 
deported?  It  seems  as  if  he's  an 
"asset"  to  Canadian  society. 

So  now  what?  There  have  been 
no  recent  advancements  in  the 
deportation  hearings.  The  Israeli 
government  no  longer  has  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  matter.  “It's 
out  of  our  hands, "  Orcn  David,  the 
Israeli  Councel  General  in  Toronto 
said.  "It  has  nothing  to  do  with 
Israel.  He’s  in  Canada  now,  which 
is  unfortunate."  The  Canadian 
government  doesn  't  appear  to  vie  w 
the  matter  as  a  priority  worth  ex¬ 
pending  much  energy  on. 

In  the  meantime,  Mohmoud 
Mohammed  Issa  Mohammad  is  en¬ 
joying  his  new  home. 


COMPUTERS  FOR  STUDENTS 


XT  —  286  AT  —  386  AT 


Monochrome  or  Colour,  CGA,  EGA  and  VGA 


!  WARNING: 

L 


Learning  can  occur,  which  may  prove  D 

hazardous  to  your  health.  Contains  very  , 
visual  graphic  language.  [ 


To  The  Neophyte  —  A  Guarantee: 

Acronyms,  symbols,  and  esoteric  language 
will  be  an  integral  pari  ot  your  vocabulary 
within  30  days. 


Call  RALPH  at: 

(416)  889-5673 


6  The  Telescope 


—  Intermarriage  — 
Central  Jewish  social  dilemma 


Maxine  Katz 

York  University,  Toronto,  Out. 

In  the  past,  Jews  lived  complete¬ 
ly  among  their  own  people  with 
little  contact  with  anyone  else.  In 
strong  contrast  is  the  Jew  of  today, 
who  lives  and  works  among  his 
Gentile  neighbors.  With  the  advent 
of  this  change,  comes  the  chance 
that  a  Jew  and  a  non-Jew  might  fall 
in  love  with  each  other.  Intermar¬ 
riage  therefore,  is  seen  by  some,  as 
one  of  the  greatest  problems  facing 
Jews  today. 

By  the  most  commonly  accepted 
definition,  a  Jew  is  anyone  bom  of 
a  Jewish  mother.  But  even  so, 
many  argue  that  a  child  bom  of  a 
Jewish  mother  and  a  non-Jewish 
father  will  probably  have  less  of  a 
chance  of  spreading  the  Jewish 
faith  to  his/her  children  than  a  child 
bom  of  two  Jewish  parents.  With 
only  thirteen  million  Jews  in  the 


world  today,  many  Jews  believe 
that  we  must  make  every  effort  to 
preserve  Judaism. 

Some  Jews  are  completely 
against  the  idea  of  dating  someone 


of  a  different  religion.  Qhers  feel 
that  they  can  date  someone  of  a 


different  religion,  but  would  marry 
only  a  Jew.  But  the  question  is: 
How  difficult  is  it  to  follow  this 
philosophy?  At  what  age  would 
followers  of  this  belief  stop  dating 
non-Jews?  What  if  the  relationship 
would  become  more  serious  than 
was  intended  by  the  involved  par¬ 
ties? 

What  then,  is  the  answer  to  the 
issue  of  intermarriage?  Do  we 
avoid  dating,  or  having  even 
platonic  relationships  with  non- 
Jews  of  the  opposite  sex?  Is  inter¬ 
marriage  inevitable  in  a  multicul¬ 
tural  society?  Is  the  answer  to 
encourage  Jews  with  non-Jewish 
spouses  to  keep  their  ties  to  the 
community,  rather  than  banishing 
them  from  it?  As  the  rate  of  inter¬ 
marriages  increases,  the  Jewish 
community  will  be  compelled  to 
effectively  deal  with  the  issue  of 
intermarriage.  Jewish  survival 
depends  on  it. 


Chanukah  versus  Christmas 


by  Sliawna  Lovinsky 
York  University,  Toronto  Ont. 

From  age  three  to  fifteen  I  at¬ 
tended  various  branches  of  the  As¬ 
sociated  Hebrew  Day  Schools.  For 
my  three  years  of  high  school  I 
merged  with  students  of  As¬ 
sociated,  U.S.D.S.  and  Bialik  at 
C.H.A.T.  In  these  Jewish  schools, 
December  has  always  been  a  time 
associated  with  Chanukah  and  the 
upcoming  winter  holidays. 

In  December  we  received  gelt, 
and  jealously  admire  those  of  our 
friends  who  would  be  getting  a 
great  tan  in  Florida. 

This  year  I  attended  York 
University  and  things  are  some¬ 
what  different.  I  do  not  know 
everyone  in  my  grade,  let  alone 
everyone  in  all  of  my  classes.  This 
is  an  aspect  of  University  life. 

However,  there  isonedifference 
in  university  which  I  find  sig¬ 
nificant.  For  the  first  time  in  my 
life,  I  am  not  in  a  totally  Jewish 
learning  environment.  Conse¬ 
quently,  Christmas,  which  I  had 
encountered  through  the  shopping 
malls,  T.V.  commercials  and 
"Frosty  the  Snowman”,  has  taken 
on  a  new  meaning.  Real,  live 
people  are  wishing  me  a  “Mcny 
Christmas!"  a  thousand  times  over, 
while  "Happy  Chanukah!"  has  be¬ 
come  a  neutral  "Happy  Holidays!" 

A  strong  sense  of  curiosity  and 
of  being  different  overwhelms  me 
as  I  absorb  exclamations  of:  "I 
can't  afford  to  buy  my  presents,  so 
I'm  making  them  this  year."  I  miss 
the  security  of  the  yearly  holiday 
“Dinim"  —  the  various  rules  for 
Chanukah  which  our  Hebrew 
teachers  went  over  every  year.  I 
somehow  expect  to  see  the  con¬ 
struction  paper  artwork  of  dreidles 
and  menorahs.  But  as  I  pass  by  the 
bookstore  I  see  a  Christmas  tree 
inside. 

My  encounter  with  Christmas  is 
not  restricted  to  visualexpericnces. 
For  the  first  time  I  have  friends  who 
celebrate  Christmas.il  is  some¬ 
thing  new  and  I  am  very  curious. 
My  curiosity  is  mirrored  by  my 
gentile  friends  who  have  had 
limited  encounters  with  Jewish 


people.  For  every  question  I  pose 
about  Christmas,  I  get  a  question  in 
return  about  Chanukah.  Here  is  one 
of  my  typical  conversations: 

My  friend:  "I  decided  to  be  an 
environmentalist  this  year  and  put 
up  my  artificial  Christmas  tree... 
Last  week  I  went  to  my  boyfriend's 
house  to  put  up  his  Christmas  lights 
outside  —  what  a  pain!" 

Me:  “I  love  looking  at  the 
Christmas  lights.  They're  so  pret¬ 
ty.  We  don’t  have  a  Christmas  tree, 
we  just  admire  the  pretty  colours." 

My  friend:  “You  don't  have  a 
tree...?" 

Me:  "It's  part  of  Christmas.  I'm 
Jewish.  We  don't  celebrate 
Christmas." 

My  friend:  "But  a  tree  isn’t  really 
something  Catholic..." 

Me:  “It's  part  of  Christmas  and 
we  don't  celebrate  Christmas." 

My  friend:  "Oh,  yeah.  You 
celebrate  HANUKA'!" 

Me:  "Yes,  Chanukah.” 

My  friend:  “So,  you  gel  a  present 
every  night  for  8  nights!" 

Me:  "No." 

My  friend:  "So,  you  get  one  BIG 
present!" 

Me:  “No." 

My  friend:  (incredulously)  “You 
don’t  get  ANY  presents!??” 

Me:  “Thai’s  right.  No  presents. 
Some  Jewish  people  do  give  out 
Chanukah  presents,  but  we  don’t 
because  my  parents  feel  that  it's  too 
much  like  Christmas  and  we  don't 
celebrate  Christmas." 

My  friend:  "Oh,  so  when  you 
have  your  OWN  family,  are  you 
going  to  celebrate  Christmas?" 

Me:  "No,  'cuz  I'm  Jewish.” 

My  friend:  "Well,  what  does 
Chanukah  commemorate?" 

This  conversation  was  followed 
by  an  explanation  of  Chanukah, 
and  inquiries  about  each  other's 
religious.  We  each  made  some  in¬ 
teresting  discoveries.  Neither  of  us 
had  really  realized  how  difficult  it 
was  to  explain  some  aspects  of  our 
own  religion  to  someone  who  was 
almost  totally  ignorant  of  it.  I  found 
it  comforting  that  I  was  not  the  only 
one  who  had  difficulty  expressing 


myself. 

I  realize  that  I  am  being  exposed 
to  the  real  world.  In  some  ways, 
I  see  how  this  is  true.  How¬ 
ever,  I  am  not  feeling  a  need 
to  rebel  against  my  Jewish 
background,  I  feel  rather  a 
need  to  assert  my  Jewish 
identity.  I  try  to  educate  my 
non-Jew>ish  friends  aboufa/my 
religion. 

In  preparation  for  York's  educa¬ 
tion  program,  I  volunteered  as  a 
teacher's  assistant  at  the  Neptune 
branch  of  Associated,  it  is  my  old 
elementary  and  junior  high.  One 
week  in  December,  I  taught  an  art 
lesson  to  the  grade  five  class.  It 
was  a  little  bit  early,  but  we  made 
Chanukah  cards. 


How  Jewish 
was  Jesus? 


by  Cindy  Lauer 

York  University,  Toronto  Ont. 

Professor  Mason  of  the  York 
University  Humanities  Dept., 
addressed  the  question  of  how 
Jewish  was  Jesus  at  the  third 
“Food  and  Thought  Mondays" 
discussion.  His  talk  attempted 
to  deal  with  the  subject  from  an 
objective,  historical  rather  than 
Christian,  perspective. 

Mason  began  by  asking  the 
central  question:  “How  do  we 
know  about  the  historical 
Jesus?”.  He  responded  by 
saying  that  historians  must 
separate  the  myths  and  facts  by 
reconstructing  history  from  all 
the  available  sources  from  that 
era.  Mason  then  pointed  out 
that  there  were  immense  dif¬ 
ferences  between  various 
Jewish  sects  (such  as  the  Sad- 
duces,  Pharisees,  and  Essen¬ 
ces)  of  2,000  years  ago,  far 
greater  than  the  differences  that 
exist  today.  He  said  that  we 
must  therefore  ask  whether 
Jesus  would  be  considered  a 
Jew  by  the  standards  that  ex¬ 
isted  in  his  time. 

According  to  Mason,  the 
reason  to  consider  Jesus  to  be  a 
Jew  was  the  fact  that  he  was 
bom  to  a  Jewish  mother  and 
-ylived  in  a  Jewish  environment. 
He  lived  a  fairly  observant  life 
(the  "Last  Supper"  described  in 
the  New  Testament  was  a  Pas¬ 
sover  seder). 

Mason  discussed  the  fact 
that  the  gospels  show  that  Jesus 
disagreed  with  the  Jewish 
leadership  on  issues  such  as  the 
necessity  of  washing  the  hands 


before  eating  and  asking  how 
valid  the  gospels  are,  by  point¬ 
ing  out  that  it  was  usually  not 
Jesus,  but  his  disciples  who 
broke  Jewish  law.  and  be  as¬ 
serted  that  the  Sadduces  and 
Pharisees  often  disagreed  on 
this  point.  Thus,  disloyalty  to 
the  Jewish  leadership  did  not 
mean  Jesus  was  any  less 
Jewish. 

It  seems,  said  Mason,  that 
Jesus  was  making  his  own  laws 
during  the  sermon  on  the 
Mount.  However,  it  may  be  ar¬ 
gued  that  Jesus  wasn't  con¬ 
tradicting  Jewish  law,  but 
rather  making  it  more  rigid. 
The  fact  the  Jesus  is  said  to  have 
called  himself  the  son  of  God 
would  indicate  that  he  could  no 
longer  be  affiliated  with 
Judaism.  However,  Mason 
showed  that  this  was  only 
reported  in  the  Gospel  of  John. 
This  book  is  recognized  as 
being  more  theoretical  than  his¬ 
torical.  Moreover,  the  term 
"father"  may  have  been  used  in 
the  universal  sense. 

Mason  concluded  his  talk  by 
saying  that  first  generation 
Christians,  such  as  James. 
Peter,  and  John,  remained  ob¬ 
servant  Jews  throughout  their 
t  lives. 

From  this,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  Jesus  was  equally  obser¬ 
vant,  and  never  intended  to 
cause  any  breakdown  of  Jewish 
law.  From  Professor  Mason's 
point  of  vie  w ,  Jesus  was  merely 
a  nice  Jewish  boy  who  never 
dreamed  that  he  would  start  his 
own  religion. 


Jewish  cultural  day  on 
Scarborough  campus 


by  Marcell  Cohen 

University  of  Toronto,  Toronto,  Ontario 

University  students  at  Scarborough  Campus 
were  pleased  and  somewhat  surprised  to  see  the 
Jewish  Students  first  ever  Jewish  Cultural  Day  on 
Wednesday.  January  27,  1990.  This  program  was 
the  first  Jewish  programme  on  campus  in  2  years, 
and  the  second  Jewish  program  this  school  year  (an 
off-campus  Chanukah  party  was  the  first  program). 
The  (heme  of  the  day  was  to  inform  the 
predominantly  non-Jewish  student  body  about 
Judaism.  There  are  about  4,000  students  at  Scar¬ 
borough  and  an  estimated  200  Jewish  stu¬ 
dents  learn  there,  cither  as  part-time  or 
full-time  students. 

The  program  for  the  day  included  food, 
food  and  more  food  such  as  honey  cake 
and  burakes.  There  was  a  presentation  of 
Jewish  ritual  objects,  such  as  a  mezzuzah. 
tallit  and  kipot,  with  explanations  on  each. 

Also,  tables  were  set  out  for  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  Tel  Aviv  University, 

Hebrew  University .Oizma  (I  year  in-ls- 
rael ' program),  B'nai  B'rilh  League  for 
Human  Rights,  and  Israel  Programme 
Centre.  Rabbi  Silverman,  from  the  main  U 
of  T  campus  group,  was  present  to  answer 
questions  on  Judaism  and  spoke  on  the 


Jewish  male  and  female  identity.  He  supplemented 
with  allusions  to  mysticism  for  added  perception. 
The  program  began  at  9:30  a.m.  and  continued  until 
4:00  p.m.,  during  which  time  approximately  40 
students  came  out  to  sign  up  for  the  mailing  list  and 
wrote  on  a  logo  for  the  new  Jewish  Student  Counci  I . 
There  were  4  logos  to  choose  from.  It  was  truly 
inspiring  to  hear  the  questions  from  interested  stu¬ 
dents  of  all  background,  about  Judaism  in  Israel. 

The  day  was  something  of  which  Jews  on  campus 
could  feel  proud.  The  Jewish  Cultural  Day  in  Scar¬ 
borough  helped  to  make  the  Jewish  students  feel 
like  a  part  of  the  dynamic  cultural  life  on  campus. 


Scarborough  Jew  ish  Students'  first  Cultural  Day 
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FOOD _ 

Tales  from  a  svelte  kosher  food  critic... 


by  l.iba  Ben-Dor 
Ottawa,  Ontario 

While  I  was  in  exile,  working  on 
my  Master's  Degree  in  ihe  mad. 
sensuous  south.  I  convinced  dear 
Vida  Goldgar.  then  editor  of  the 
Southern  Israelite  to  let  me  review 
kosher  restaurants  in  Atlanta. 
Great,  she  said,  and  so  I  began. 

1  wrote  about  my  credentials:  I 
am  a  home  economist  with  a  very 
educated  longue...  My  father  used 
to  volunteer  as  the  koshercaterer  in 
Saskatoon.  Imagine  that  he  ordered 
up  sickeningly  sweet  desserts  for 
the  Negev  dinners  and  then  filled 
cavities  in  his  patients'  mouths.  But 
most  important  was  everything  I 
learned  from  Baba  Faigie.  who  was 
definitely  the  best  Gourmet  Baba  in 
town!  We  celebrated  all  Jewish 
holidays  at  our  house  with  the  very 
highest  quality  kosher  specialties: 
Cheesekreplach  floating  in  butter 
forShavuot.  thick  beet  borscht  with 


gobs  of  sour  cream,  and  pletzeluch 
piled  with  onions  and  poppyseeds 
for  just  any  Sunday  brunch. 

I  know  good  kosher  food.  You 
can  bet  on  it.  But  as  I  wrote  about 
one  place  or  another  in  Atlanta.  I 
began  to  notice  several  things: 
First,  for  a  community  of  over 
60.000  Jews,  the  only  kosher"deli" 
at  the  time  (Norm's)  was  closing 
it's  door  due  to  lack  of  business. 
Second,  the  two  kosher  butchers 
near  Beth  Jacob  would  compete 
with  each  other  for  the  eat  inOut 
business  by  having  either  a  small 
"supervised"  counter  or  a  larger 
“unsupervised"  restaurant.  (Super¬ 
vised  meant  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Kosher  Commission,  a  name 
Rabbi  Feldman  and  myself  created 
to  well  describe  his  involvement 
with  having  to  hire  mashgihim.) 
Third,  there  was  the  of  Royal 
Bagel,  which  was  still  covered 
under  the  "grandfather  clause”  and 
allowed  to  stay  open  on  Shabbat, 


but  was  thinking  of  going  treif  be¬ 
cause  of  the  cost  of  kosher  in¬ 
gredients  and  supervision. 

Not  only  did  I  find  all  this,  but 
history  had  shown  that  one 
"kosher"  caterer  in  town  had  al¬ 
most  managed  to  sneak  shrimp 
through  to  orthodox  Jewish 
stomachs  at  a  women's  luncheon. 
But  one  of  the  congregants  iden¬ 
tified  it  as  a  "no  fish”.  Really,  how 
did  she  know  what  it  was? 

And  best  of  all,  a  dynamic  ex- 
New  Yorker  (half  of  Atlanta’s 
Jewish  population)  used  to  cut  off 
the  kosher  Empire  tin  markers  and 
keep  them  in  a  big  box  in  his  kosher 
deli.  (I  wonder  if  he  nicked  off  Ihe 
wings  on  treif  chickens  too?)  It  was 
a  known  fact  he  lost  his  kashruth 
status  for  trying  to  sneak  an  order 


of  some  kind  of  chicken  past  the 
mashgiah  into  his  kitchen  through 
the  hardware  store  next  door... 

Why?  Why?  Why? 

Rabbi  Feldman  and  I  used  to  dis¬ 
cuss  each  of  my  articles  before  Vida 
would  edit  them.  For  me,  it  was 
important  that  he  approve  them 
before  printing.  For  her,  it  was 
journalistic  inaccuracy. 

Unlike  Qtawa.  there  was  no  “of¬ 
ficial"  Vaad  Hakashruth,  but  at  the 
time,  the  responsibility  for  the 
Kosher  Commission  had  been 
given  to  Rabbi  Feldman.  He  wasn't 
the  only  Orthodox  rabbi  in  town, 
nor  was  Beth  Jacob  the  only  Or¬ 
thodox  synagogue.  But  the  Rab¬ 
binical  Board  felt  (hat  Rabbi 
Feldman  should  care. 

When  my  final  article  appeared 


for  editing,  the  column  was  about 
to  be  buried.  I  had  literally  run  out 
of  places  to  review.  The  article 
started  like  this:  “There  is  kosher, 
and  then  there  is  kosher  kosher  in 
the  South." 

Now,  you  might  ask  yourself: 
Why  does  there  need  to  be  two 
such  standards?  I  felt  that  due  to 
discrepancies,  one  needed  the 
double  wording  to  insure  the  stand¬ 
ard. 

Obviously,  some  Jews  down 
there  don't.  The  article  must  have 
been  too  much.  Rabbi  Feldman 
liked  it,  but  then  he’s  shomershab- 
bas  and  101%  kosher. 

It  all  goes  to  show  you  that 
every  place  has  its  own,  and  to 
each  place  and  each  person,  his/her 
own. 


KOSHER  KOMMENTARY 
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by  Cindy  Lauer, 

York  University,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Deli  Peking  located  at  3426 
Bathurst  Street,  is  a  Glatt  Kosher 
restaurant  featuring  a  wide  range  of 
dishes.  The  selection  consists  of 
many  Chinese  dishes  in  addition  to 
the  traditional  deli  offerings.  I 
started  off  the  meal  with  the  Won 
Ton  soup.  It  was  passable,  but  dis¬ 
appointing  bland  and  tasteless.  I 
then  moved  on  to  sample  the  egg 
rolls.  They  had  a  crispy  exterior, 
but  unfortunately,  the  filling  was 
flavourless. 

There  was  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  when  the  main  dishes  ar¬ 
rived..  .  The  dish  of  beef  and  green 
beans  was  superb.  The  beef  was 


tender,  the  beans  still  firm,  arid  it 
had  (he  perfect  amount  of  ginger. 
The  Sweet  Ginger  Beef,  however, 
proved  to  be  too  strong  for  my 
taste.  The  beef  with  Chinese  veg¬ 
etables,  on  the  other  hand  seemed 
rather  bland. 

The  high  point  of  the  meal,  was 
the  three  chicken  dishes:  the 
Lemon  Chicken.  Cantonese 
Pineapple,  and  the  Honey  Chick¬ 
en.  All  featured  chunks  of  tender 
chicken  in  a  light  crispy  breading, 
with  a  very  tasty  sauce.  These 
dishes  were  delicious.  The  Chicken 
Brochette  was  a  comparative  let 
down  as  there  were  only  two  pieces 
of  chicken  on  each  brochette,  and 
the  flavour  couldn’t  compare  with 
that  of  the  other  chicken  dishes. 


Both  the  steamed  and  fried  rice 
were  good.  One  word  of  warning 
about  the  above  meals:  the  portions 
are  extremely  generous,  and  any 
"full  course  dinner  for  2"  can  easily 
feed  four.  The  meal  was  completed 
with  some  tasty  almond  cookies. 

The  atmosphere  within  the  res¬ 
taurant  was  very  nice.  I  was  there 
during  an  off-time,  so  the  res¬ 
taurant  was  not  too  crowded. 

At  approximately  SI4.00  per 
person,  (including  tax  and  tip)  Deli 
Peking  is  not  inexpensive.  But  then 
Kosher  restaurants  do  cost  more 
than  their  non-koshercounterparts. 
All  in  all,  though,  between  the  food 
and  the  atmosphere,  it  was  a 
worthwhile  splurge  for  a  tasty 
meal.  B’tay  Avon!!! 


“EXPERIENCE” 

PLACEMENT  SERVICE 
FOR  RESIDENT 
STUDENTS  WITH 
TORONTO  FAMILIES 

CALL  RACHEL  AT 

OHR  SOMAYACH/JEP 

785-5899 


CAMP 

MOSHAVA 


Staff  Positions  available  for  campers  for  summer  1990 


I'Ve  s till  need  specialists  in: 

Drama,  Swim,  Waterfront, 
Arts  &  Crafts,  Sports,  Choir 


For  application  forms  and  further  information  call 

"feronlo  (416)  630-7578  Montreal  (514)  481-2653 

Nathan  Eisner,  Director  A,ner  Bar  shaUach 


Entertainment 


TELEVISION  —  Seasons  past  and  present 


by  Deron  Brown 
York  University,  Ontario 

Jews  and  television  have  had  a 
relationship  dating  back  to  the  very 
creation  of  the  “big  three"  net¬ 
works.  The  subject  of  Jews 
television,  however,  presents  a  far 
more  obscure  picture.  With  a  little 
strain,  however,  examples  can  be 
found. 

Perhaps  it  is  ironic  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  now  defunct 
“Chicken  Soup",  the  quasi-Jewish¬ 
ness  of  “Rhoda”  and  moronic  hi- 
jinks  of  that  "swealhog"  Juan 
Epstein,  Jews  as  characters  on 
television  have  remained  fleeting 
thoughts.  One  of  the  first  programs 
to  be  presented  on  the  then  new 
medium  of  television  was  unques¬ 
tionably  Jewish  in  character.  In  fact 
the  idea  that  it  was  Jewish  in  nature 
was  made  extremely  clear. 

Premiering  in  1949;  the  year  the 
minimum  wage  in  the  United  States 
was  75  cents  an  hour,  and  the  New 
York  Yankees  won  their  12th 
World  Series.  "The  Goldbergs” 
came  into  the  living  rooms  of 
America.  For  many  Americans  this 
was  the  closest  they  had  ever  been 
to  someone  Jewish.  Thus  the  way 
in  which  Jews  were  portrayed  here 
would  have  a  great  influence  in 
molding  public  perception  and  at¬ 


titude  towards  “the  Jewish 
People". 

As  could  be  expected,  “The 
Goldbergs"  presented  characters 
along  “typical"  stereotype  expecta¬ 
tions.  Gertrude  Berg,  the  show's 
creator  and  lead,  played  Molly 
Goldberg,  with  mother's  advice, 
gesturing  hands  and  broken 
English.  Qher  notable  characters 
included;  her  husband  Jake,  who 
was  in  the  clothing  business,  (the 
character  Jake  was  to  be  played  by 
three  different  actors  throughout 
the  show's  lifetime),  and  their  son 
Sammy.  The  show  chronicled  the 
life  of  this  Bronx  family  with  such 
episodes  as  "the  lime  Rosalie  wore 
lipstick”  (the  wench),  or  when  she 
got  her  haircut,  etc.  All  quite 
“risque"  for  a  show  in  the  late  40’s. 
Despite  such  “wonder-bread"  story 
lines,  the  show  received  excellent 
ratings.  Apparently  the  Goldbergs 
were  welcomed  into  the  homes  of 
America.  Then,  in  the  I950's, 
came  the  beginning  of  the  end. 
Bearing  in  mind  the  political  at¬ 
mosphere  of  the  !940's  the  “Red 
Scare"  took  its  toll  on  The 
Goldbergs. 

Philip  Loeb  (who  played  the  first 
Jake  Goldberg)  was  named  in  a 
book  entitled  “Red  Channels"  as 
being  "a  communist  or  friendly  to 
communist  causes".  With  this,  the 


bad  press  and  sponsors  pulling  their 
ads  —  the  show  could  not  continue. 
Eventually,  after  being  by  dropped 
by  CBS  and  picked  up  and  dropped 
by  NBC  —  the  show  was  can¬ 
celled. 

So,  “The  Goldbergs",  tele¬ 


vision's  first  and  last  show  focus¬ 
ing  in  on  Jews  as  its  theme,  faded 
from  television  screens  after  five 
roller  coaster  years,  Perhaps  its 
comforting  to  think  that  the  show 
wasn't  cancelled  because  of  bad 
public  reaction  to  having  a  Jewish 


family  on  national  television,  but 
rather  its  demise  was  attributed  to 
a  social  ill  that  was  illogical,  and 
its  flavour  of’ paranoia  similar  to 
anti-semitism...  the  Red  Scare  of 
McCartheist  America. 


POETRY 


Reprinted from  Levitliun 
Santa  Cruz,  California 

HaMasigor  Street. 
A  Wedding  Singer 

by  Sami  Shatrit 

When  history  will  judge  her,  she'll 
go  down  on  a  stretcher 
Her  guitarists  will  play  then, 
at  someone  else’s  wedding 
They'll  promise  a  bottle  of  cham¬ 
pagne  to  the  best  table 
"One  of  your  friends,"  she  says, 
"sang  one 

About  a  lost  man.  I’m  that  kind  of 
lady,  when  I'm 

Good  to  myself.  When  I'm  bad 
I'm  a  microphone  whore." 

On  any  other  street  I  would  fall  in 
love  with  her. 

But  here,  in  the  morning  they 

change  carburetors 

And  at  night  they  get  married. 

At  sunset,  when  she  wears  the  blue 
dress 

She  knows  that  God  made  from  this 

color 

The  sea 

And  on  her  remains  the  drops  that 
my  requests 

Would  suffice  fora  puddle. 

Pa'amon  Dec  16  1987 


Happy  Birthday 
Savia  Esther 

by  Sami  Shalom  Chetrit 

Hepi  berthday  tu  yu 

hepi  berthday  lu  yu 

hepi  berthday  dirGrenma 

hepi  berthday  tu  yu.  Until  a  hundred  and  twenty! 

U'sh'hal  sshanin  pchiyatech.  ya  Nana  Siti? 

And  how  many  years  of  your  life, 

Savata, 

how  many  Passovers  have  you  passed  over 
my  grandmother, 

how  many  Kippurs  and  how  many  atonements 

how  many  Fasts  of  Esther  have  you  remained  silent. 

Who  numbers  for  you  your  birthdays 

who  serves  your  chocolate  cake 

decorated  with  blue  and  red  cherries, 

who  lights  color  candles  for  you  sometime 

(let  us  say  Purim  Eve) 

in  your  mother's  tongue  and  mine, 

and  how  do  you  say 

hepi  berthday  tu  yu 

ya  Nana  Siti 


Plaza  Fifty 

.  by  Roni  Somek 

Here's  New  York, 

from  the  21st  floor  of  the  Plaza. 

It  would  be  easy  to  leave  this  place 

and  easy  to  stay 

like  that  street  son  down  there, 

would  give  the  last  stitch  of  his  coat 

for  a  small  glass  of 

red,  dry  Cabernet  Sauvignon. 

I  love  Cabernet  Sauvignon  with 
Brie  Cheese  on  wheat  crackers 
and  green  olives  in  garlic  sauce. 

That's  how  I  like  Cabernet 
Sauvignon. 

And  that  son  of  the  street  is  now  going  to  sleep 
inside  a  27  inch  Japanese  TV  canon. 

That's  New  York, 
how  easy  to  leave 
and  how  easy  to  stay. 


FIRST  CANADIAN 
PLACE 

367-9957 


The  Adelaide  Club 
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Montreal  —  A  Place  To  Party  Hearty 


by  Sliawna  Lovinsky, 

York  University,  Toronto 
Ontario. 

Friday  January  26.  1990  ai  ap¬ 
proximately  6:00  am. 

"BBBRRR1IIINNNGGGG!!!!'' 
—  rise  and  shine  —  out  of  bed  and 
off  to  Lawrence  Plaza  to  the  7:30- 
7:45ish  Montreal-bound  bus.  Ar¬ 
rival.  of  course,  was  subject  to  the 
individual  s  concept  of  Jewish 
time  Luckily  no  one  decide  to  be 
too  fashionably  late,  and  in  no  time 
at  all  we  were  on  our  way. 

"Pump  Up  the  Jam"  blasted 
through  the  bus  courtesy  of  Tech- 
notronic  and  Ralph  Beldeb’s  ghetto 
blaster.  For  those  with  other  musi¬ 
cal  tastes,  walkmans  proved  to  be  a 
favoured  alternative.  Others  chose 
to  speak  to  neighbors  or  mingle  at 
the  back  of  the  bus.  For  a  change  of 
pace,  the  movie  "Twins"  was  aired 
on  the  bussVCR.  We  settled  in  our 
seats  and  Danny  DeVito  and  Ar¬ 
nold  Schwarzenegger  captured  our 
full  attention. 

Before  we  knew  it.  we  had  ar¬ 
rived  in  Kingston  —  lime  for  a 
stopoff.  JSF  supplied  us  with  a 
complimentary  morning  snack  of 
muffins.  Some  people  actually  had 
an  appetite  at  10:00  a.m.:  luckily 
restaurants  were  available  with 
more  substantial  food. 

For  those  individuals  who  could 
not  fathom  eating  so  early  in  the 
day,  watching  fellow  friends  eat 
turned  out  to  be  an  eye  opening  and 
"Oh  my  G-d —  how  can  he/she  eat 
THAT  for  breakfast?"  experience. 

Upon  reluming  to  the  bus  to 


resume  our  journey  we  were  disap¬ 
pointed  to  find  that  the  VCR  had 
broken.  Although,  we  feared  the 
next  three  or  so  hours  would  drag 
on.  we  were  pleasantly  surprised. 
Frank  turned  out  to  be  a  great  driver 
and  we  arrived  in  Montreal  ahead 
of  schedule. 

It  literally  took  minutes  to  reach 
downtown  Montreal  and  our 
"home  sweet  home"  for  the  week¬ 
end  —  The  Ramada  Inn.  Once  set¬ 
tled,  we  were  quick  to  contact 
Montreal  friends  attending  McGill 
and  elsewhere. 

The  two  hours  before  dinner 
were  spent  walking  along  St.  Cath¬ 
erine  street  and  checking  out  the 
pubs.  At  4:30  some  students  made 
their  way  to  Hillel  House  for  op¬ 
tional  services.  More  students  ar¬ 
rived  between  5:30  and  6:00.  A 
second  service  was  led  by  Rabbi 
Melissa  Krespy.  She  sang 
melodiously  and  took  the  time  to 
explain  the  significance  of  the 
prayer  to  the  boys  and  girls  which 
collectively  made  up  minyan.  At 
6:30  dinner  commenced  with  the 
kiddish  and  Hamotzi.  Chicken 
soup,  chicken,  rice  and  vegetables 
were  followed  by  a  double  treat  — 
dessert  and  a  lecture  by  Rabbi 
Melissa  Krespy  regarding  the  role 
of  women  in  Judaism.  Her  talk 
proved  to  be  quite  thought  provok¬ 
ing  and  led  to  a  heated  discussion. 
As  we  pondered  through  the  prob¬ 
lems  women  face  in  Jewish  law  and 
religion,  the  hands  of  time  rolled 
around  to  9:30  p.m. 

Downtdwn  Montreal  was  a  fun 
and  exciting  place  to  be  on  a  Satur¬ 


day  night.  Within  walking  distance 
were  countless  clubs,  cafes  and 
shops.  The  majority  of  people  went 
to  Cert's  to  dance  the  night  away. 
Others  took  a  detour  upstairs  first 
and  had  the  privilege  to  witness  an 
event  which  brought  new  meaning 
to  “playing  with  one's  food"  — 
KRAFT  DINNER  WRESTLING! 
Tables  turned  on  their  sides  were 
arranged  to  created  the  parameter 
of  the  ring.  In  the  centre  lay  mat¬ 
tresses  covered  by  plastic  and  about 
an  inch  of  cooked  cheesy 
macaroni.  Co-ed  teams  in  make-up 
and  costumes  wrestled  each  other 
to  the  ground,  grinding  orange-yel¬ 
low  stains  into  clothing,  hair,  and 
skin.  Audience  members  cheered 
them  on  and  teased  them  with 
sprays  of  ketchup  and  showers  of 
powdered  cheese.  It  was  definitely 
AN  EXPERIENCE! 

We  left  the  macaroni  mania  with 
one  thought  in  mind  —  put  simply 
by  Cindy  Goldbery,  a  student  at 
McGill,  “I  can  just  picture  the 
cafeteria  Mon¬ 
day  morning  ... 

SPECIAL: 

KRAFT  DIN¬ 
NER  —  all  you 
can  eat  for  just  99 
cents." 

The  night  at 
Gert's  was 
lopped  off  by  a 
pub  or  two,  and 
perhaps  desert, 
depending  on  the 
energy  level  of 
the  individual 
students.  It  was 


early  Sunday  morning  by  the  time 
most  of  us  hit  the  sack.  All  too  soon 
it  was  1 1 :00  and  time  to  get  up  and 
make  it  over  to  the  Hillel  for  brunch 
and  a  talk  by  Rabbi  Nadler  about 
abortion.  He  brought  this  important 
issue  into  perspective  by  explain¬ 
ing  the  Jewish  point  of  view  on  this 
current  subject. 

Following  the  lecture  students 
were  free  to  roam  about  Montreal. 
Montreal  offered  a  wide  variety  of 
second  hand  stores,  cafes,  and 
shops.  Some  students  ventured  out 
to  McGill  to  visit 
friends  in  res¬ 
idence. 

With  our  bags 
packed  we  handed 
in  our  keys.  There 
was  just  enough 
time  to  bid  our 
Montreal  friends 
good-bye  before 
boarding  the  bus. 

The  ride  back 
seemed  slower 


than  the  ride  there.  We  were  tired- 
out,  danced-out,  and  walked  out. 
Ralph  still  played  his  music, 
people  sang  along  to  “Tainted 
Love"  and  "Hotel  California”, 
while  others  tried  to  catch  a  few 
hours  of  sleep.  A  brief  stop  was 
made  in  Kingston  for  food  and 
phone  calls.  At  8:30  p.m.  wc  rolled 
into  Lawrence  Plaza  —  ready  to 
greet  Mom  and  Dad,  with  a  smiling 
face  left  over  from  our  fun-filled, 
Jewish-oriented  weekend  in 
Montreal. 


Leaving  friends  in  Montreal 


COME  ON  BOARD  VIA  EL  AL... 
TO  KESHER  ’90  IN  ISRAEL 


If  You  Missed  Previous 
Missions  -  Don’t  Miss  This  One 

‘special  presidential  reunion  for  former  Israel  program 
participants* 

One  week  of  travel  and  seminars  including: 
*  Accommodation  at  a  5-star  hotel  in  Jerusalem 
*  Meet  Israeli  dignitaries  and  leading  figures 
"Explore  higher  educational  and  professional 
opportunities  in  Israel  through  on-site  visits 

June  6-14, 1990 

(Extended  3  months  slay  available) 

ONLY  $1270!!!! 


1*1 


Call  and  book  today! 

THE  ISRAEL  ALIYAH  CENTRE 

3910  Bathurst  Street.  #202,  Downsview,  Ontario  M3H  5Z3 

(416)  633-4766 


Otzma  —  One  Year  in  Israel 


by  Karen  Gold 

York  University,  Toronto,  Ont. 

After  being  home  for  a  year  and  a  half 
events  from  my  year  in  Israel,  on  Otzma, 
still  flash  through  my  mind.  The  memories 
are  as  strong  today  as  they  were  one  year 


At  the  age  of  eighteen,  after  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  my  high  school  career,  I  decided  I 
needed  a  break.lt  was  then  that  I  saw  the 
advertisement  in  the  Canadian  Jewish 
News  for  something  called  Project  Otzma. 
After  extensive  interviews  l  was,  needless 
to  say,  accepted  for  the  program. 

I  never  did  imagine  that  the  year  I  spent 
in  Israel  would  be  as  memorable  as  it  was. 
Not  only  was  I  glad  that  I  went,  but  as  well, 
that  I  was  given  the  chance  to  go.  I  would 
go  on  Otzma  again. 

Otzma  is  a  program  sponsored  by  the 
Toronto  Jewish  Congress,  the  Jewish  Agen¬ 
cy  and  the  Israeli  Forum.lt  consists  of 
young  adults,  ages  eighteen  to  twenty-four 
from  both  Canada  and  the  United  States.lt 
is  divided  into  four  "tracks":  Kib- 
butz/Ulpan,  Youth  Aliyah,  Moshav/Kib- 
butz  in  the  Aravi,  and  Project  Renewal.  At 
Kibbutz/UlpanOtzmaniks  are  placed  at 
one  of  the  two  neighboring  Kibbutzim, 
where  they  spend  their  days  working  and 
studying  Hebrew. 

The  next  track  is  called  Youth  Aliyah, 
which  is  made. up  of  boarding  schools  for 
kids  who  come  from  under-privileged 
backgrounds.  During  their  stay  at  Youth 
Aliyah, Olzmaniks  are  taught  various  sub¬ 
jects  such  as  English,  sports,  and  drama. 


After  Youth  Aliyah,  the  group  moves 
down  to  the  Arava  desert,  they  had  the 
choice  of  working  on  a  Kibbutz  or  Moshav. 
or  helping  the  fanners  pick  crops  and  plant 
new  ones. 

The  final  track  involves  Project  Renewal 
where  the  participants  work  and  live  in  a 
development  town  that  has  been  twinned 
with  their  sponsoring  North  American  city. 

In  addition  there  are  many  fascinating 
seminars,  hikes,  and  trips  to  all  parts  of 
Israel ,  and  for  that  added  touch  of  comfort . 
each  participant  is  adopted  by  an  Israeli  . 
family.  While  this  last  facet  is  not  man¬ 
datory.  it  is  in  my  opinion  an  integral  part 
of  the  program.  It  gives  the  participant  a 
place  to  relax,  take  a  break  from  the  group, 
and  integrate  into  Israeli  society . 

In  the  brochure.  1  was  given,  the  program 
is  advertised  as  "one  year  in  Israel",  but  that 
does  not  begin  to  encompass  the  true  es¬ 
sence  of  the  program.  For  me.  it  was  a 
chance  to  live  in  a  new  country;  one  that  is 
very  important  to  me  as  a  Jew.  It  was  also  a 
learning  experience  in  many  ways:  learning 
to  live  closely  with  many  people  for  ten 
months;  and  even  more  importantly,  learn¬ 
ing  both  the  good  and  bad  points  about 
Israel.  It  was  also  a  real  growth  experience: 

I  became  as  much  a  person  as  an  individual , 
and  I  really  fell  comfortable  with  my 
Jewishness  for  the  first  time. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  sum  up  in  one  article 
all  the  positive  attributes  as  well  as  the 
experience  I  had  there  but  to  use  a  term  used 
today,  it  is  a  real  "hands  on"  experience.  1 
will  always  be  glad  I  did  Otzma. 


LOOKING  FOR  A  REAL  JOB  THIS  SUMMER 

mmm  .. 

STAFF  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 
’  Photography  •  Dramatics  Specialists  •  Judaic  Studies  Teachers 
•  Senior  Counselors  •  Drivers  •  Mashgiach 
•  Kitchen  and  Office  Staff  •  Babysitters 


Wbrk  at  Ramah  offers  a  summer  of  Jewish  enrichment  while  enjoying  a  unique  work 
experience  with  other  Jewish  young  men  and  women  from  North  America  and  Israel. 

For  additional  information  &  application,  contact: 

Camp  Ramah  in  Canada 

801  Eglinton  Ave.  W.,  Suite  #406,1oronto,  Ontario  M5N  IE3 
(416)789-2193 
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TRAVEL 


The  Jews  of  Istanbul  and  Buyukada  —  One  diaspora  Jew’s  view 


by  Mara  Rosenblatt 
Brandeis  University,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Between  two  months  of  study  in 
Israel  last  summer,  I  travelled  to 
Turkey.  I  was  especially  interested 
to  learn  about  contemporary 
Sephardic  Jews,  but  there  was  also 
a  rich  Turkish  culture  to  explore. 

Entering  Turkey  via  El  A1  had 
advantages.lt  eased  the  cultural 
shock  of  leaving  a  majority  of  Jews 
and  entering  into  a  90%  Moslem 
country.  One  of  the  biggest  shocks 
was  hearing  Turkish  instead  of 
Hebrew. 

My  travelling  companion. 
University  of  Toronto  social  work 
student,  Pam  Applebaum,  and  1 
were  attracted  to  the  highlights: 
Topkapi  Palace,  the  Grand  Bazaar, 
the  immense  Haga  Sophia,  Blue 
Mosque  and  a  tourist  boat  ride  up 
the  Bosporus  River  which  empties 
into  the  Black  Sea. 

Feeling  a  need  to  connect 
Jewishly .  we  called  the  parents  of  a 
fellow  student  who  is  from  Istan¬ 
bul.  For  four  months  a  year  they 
live  on  the  Island  of  Buyukada  and 
invited  us  to  visit. 

Ninety  percent  of  Turkey’s 
20,000  Jews  live  in  Istanbul. 
During  the  hot  summer  months, 
4.000  Jewish  vacationers  live  on 
the  Island  of  Buyukada.  Buyukada 
is  one  of  the  5  Prince  Islands  in  the 
Marmara  Sea  leading  into  the 


Bosporus  River  which  bisects 
Asian  and  European  Istanbul. 

Although  it  is  only  a  half  hour 
away  on  an  air  boat,  Buyukada 
leaves  the  bulging  metropolis  of  6 
million  people  in  Istanbul  far  be¬ 
hind.  Istanbul  is  schizophrenic, 
caught  in  between  European  cos¬ 
mopolitanism  and  Middle  Eastern 
culture.  Buyukada’s  pace  is  slow 
and  calm. 

Since  vehicles  are  forbidden  on 
the  island,  the  mode  of  transporta¬ 
tion  is  horse  and  buggy.lt  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  travel  around  the  island  in 
an  hour  by  this  means.  This  in¬ 
cludes  a  stop  for  cay  (pronounced 
chai)  which  is  lea  poured  from 
samovars  into  small  glasses  that 
look  like  a  woman’s  figure. 

There  is  a  comer  stand  in  the 
middle  of  the  town  which  sells 
Kosher  Doner  (meat  on  a  vertical 
rotisscrie).  One  doesn’t  look  for  a 
Vaad  Certificate;  word  of  mouth  is 
a  stronger  authority. 

The  once  Greek-ruled  island  is 
full  of  Ft.  Lauderdale-looking 
vacationers.  They  were  dressed  in 
bright  shorts  and  shirts  with 
English  slang  blazoned  across  the 
midriff.  Last  summer  “Don't 
Worry  Be  Happy"  was  the  theme. 
There  was  a  lot  of  gold  jewelry 
which  sparkled  in  the  crisp  sun¬ 
light. 

Jewish  women  usually  marry  by 
their  early  twenties,  have  children, 
and  for  the  most  part  don't  pursue 


careers.  The  men  are  involved  in 
family-owned  businesses  which 
are  passed  down  through  genera¬ 
tions. 

Jews  are  not  found  in  govern¬ 
ment  or  public  offices.lt  seemed 
to  me  that  the  Jewish  community 
keeps  itself  protected  by  not  inter¬ 
fering  in  the  parliamentary 
democracy.  Security  was  visibly 
tight  and  armed  militia  were 
commonplace. 

Many  Jewish  families  trace  their 
ancestry  back  to  Spain  or  France. 
Thus,  the  language  spoken  in 
Jewish  hemes  is  either  Latino  or 
French.  Many  Jews  speak  several 
languages  for  business  purposes. 
Jewish  children  usually  attend 
foreign  language  high  schools,  Is¬ 
tanbul  universities,  and  occasional¬ 
ly  go  abroad  for  further  education. 
The  only  time  the  TUrkish  govern¬ 
ment  coercively  enters  their  lives  is 
mandatory  conscription  into  the 
army,  which  can  be  paid  off  with 
extra  taxes,  we  were  told. 

The  Jewish  community  is  or¬ 
ganized  in  the  old  “kehillah"  or 
shtetl  communal  style.  There  is  a 
Grand  Rabbinate  and  councils 
beneath  him.  Each  year  members 
of  the  Jewish  community  are  ap¬ 
proached  to  give  donations.  Al¬ 
though  the  donation  is  considered  a 
gift,  it  is  an  obligation  or 
"Tzcdakah".  In  return,  one  has  the 
ability  to  receive  marriage,  bar 
mitzvah,  brit  milah  (circumcision) 


and  funeral  services.  Refusal  to 
give  charity  would  invoke  much 
embarrassment  in  the  community. 
As  in  our  own  North  American 
Jewish  communities,  generosity  is 
rewarded  with  increased  stature. 

I  found  it  a  moving  experience  to 
visit  Istanbul’s  main  synagogue. 
Neve  Shalom,  where  22  people 
were  massacred  July  6,1986.  by 
PLO  Nutui  Deal  during  a  Shabbat 
service.  The  hotel  clerk  had  given 
us  directions  which  led  us  over  the 
vast  Ataturk  bridge  north  toward 
the  Galata  Tower.  Massive  six  lane 
roads  swerve  into  rotaries  making 
this  shabbat  morning  walk  any¬ 
thing  but  relaxing.  The  facade  of 
the  synagogue  is  deceptive.lt 
looks  like  all  the  other  shoe  and 
textile  store  fronts  on  the  dirty  back 
roads  of  the  area,  yet  once  through 
the  massive  security  check  an  ar¬ 
chitectural  gem  is  revealed. 
Visitors'  eyes  first  meet  a  large 
clock  on  a  marble  wall  which  reads 
the  time  of  the  1986  massacre.  The 
names  of  those  murdered  are 
engraved  on  a  permanent 
memorial. 

The  women  sit  upstairs  in  a  semi¬ 
circular  balcony  made  of  wood. 
The  marble  white  walls  lead  one's 
eyes  upward  toward  light  and 
space.  Large  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows  allow  colorful  streams  of 
light  in. 

A  Bar  Mitzvah  was  celebrated 
that  morning,  which  explained  all 


the  stylish  outfits  on  both  men  and 
women,  yet  only  men  read  from 
prayer  books.  I  sensed  that  it  was 
from  non-interest  and  not  from  a 
lack  of  knowledge.  1  asked  one  of 
the  Jewish  security  guards  where 
they  kept  Humashim  (the  5  books 
of  Moses)  and  Siddurim  (the 
prayer  books)  since  none  were  to 
be  found  upstairs.  They  led  me  into 
a  side  room  whose  book  cases  were 
filled  with  tattered  and  tom  books. 
I  felt  disappointed  at  the  condition 
of  the  books,  yet  felt  very  much  at 
home  at  Neve  Shalom.  I  was 
familiar  with  the  Jewish  tunes  and 
prayers  and  sensed  a  strong  con¬ 
nection  to  these  Turkish  Jews. 

I  had  similar  thoughts  to  Russian 
Jews  who  I  had  met  during  a  Pas¬ 
sover  visit  in  1983.  Our  prayers, 
concerns  and  interests  were  rela¬ 
tively  the  same.  I  also  felt  Turkish 
Jews,  like  Russian  Jews,  are  only 
truly  comfortable  within  their  own 
community. 

There  is  a  strong  nationalist  feel¬ 
ing,  as  exhibited  by  the  Turks 
protesting  Bulgaria's  recent  an¬ 
nouncement  to  oust  Turks  who  had 
lived  in  Bulgaria  for  genera¬ 
tions. This  definitely  has  an  impact 
on  Jews  who  are  aware  of  shifts  in 
political  climates  which  may  have 
an  impact  on  their  lives. 

Life  is  good  for  the  Jews  in 
TUrkey  now,  but  this  is  said  with 
much  caution.  As  one  Jew 
revealed,  "We  wouldn't  wave  an 


Homeward  bound  -  An  experience  of  a  lifetime 


by  Lome  Gula 

McMaster  University,  Hamilton 
Out. 

It  had  been  a  long  plane  ride  and 
a  group  of  tired,  but  very  excited 
Canadian  students  stepped  off  at 
Tel  Aviv's  Ben  Gurion  Airport.  For 
several  members  of  the  group,  this 
was  not  their  first  visit  to  Israel. 
They  seemed  well  aware  of  the  ex¬ 
citement  that  this  eight-day  visit 
held  in  store.  The  majority  of  us, 
however,  had  arrived  in  Israel  for 
the  first  time. It  was  with  awe  that 
we  had  our  first  glimpse  of  the 
beautiful  landscape  and  architec¬ 
ture  in  the  warm,  humid  morning 
air. 

The  Network's  “Homeward 
Bound"  convention  brought 
together,  in  Israel,  five  hundred 
students  from  across  Canada.  Eight 
of  us  were  in  attendance  from  Mc¬ 
Master  University  —  all  members 
of  Hillel.  the  Jewish  Students'  As¬ 
sociation.  Being  aware  of  the  ac¬ 
tivist  nature  of  Network,  the  strong 
political  themes  of  the  convention 
came  as  no  surprise.  Over  the 
course  of  the  week  a  number  of 
well-known  speakers  addressed  a 


variety  of  major  issues  currently 
facing  Israel.  The  opening  break¬ 
fast,  at  the  Tel  Aviv  Hilton,  was 
preceded  by  a  talk  which  was  given 
by  Yitzchak  Rabin,  the 
Israeli  Minister  of 
Defence.  Rabin  imme¬ 
diately  turned  our  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  problems  of 
the  West  Bank.  Thecon- 
flict  with  the  Pales¬ 
tinians  remained  among 
the  dominant  themes 
throughout  the  conven¬ 
tion.  Different  view¬ 
points  regarding  the 
issue  of  negotiation 
with  the  Palestinians 
were  later  presented  by 
Benjamin  Begin,  of  the  Likud 
Party,  and  Avraham  Berg,  of  the 
more  left-wing  Labour  Party.  Also 
among  those  to  address  our  group 
were  Benjamin  Netanyahu,  the 
deputy  Foreign  Minister,  Simcha 
Dinitz,  Chairman  of  the  World 
Zionist  Organization,  and  Shimon 
Peres,  Vice-Premier  and  Finance 
Minister.  The  topic  of  Soviet  Jewry 
was  also  discussed,  and  the  an¬ 
ticipated  influx  of  Soviet  im¬ 
migrants  aroused  much  excite- 


Air  Force  base.  We  witnessed  the 
expertise  of  the  strongest  air  force 
and  most  finely  trained  pilots  in  the 
world. 


Our  visit  to  the  northern  settle¬ 
ment  of  Metullah  was  well  worth 
the  hours  spent  on  the  bus .  This  was 
due  to  the  warm  reception  by 
Mayor  Yossi  Goldberg  and  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  community,  not  to 
mention  the  beautiful  view  of  the 
mountain  along  the  way.  The  most 
powerful  experience  of  the  week 
were,  in  my  opinion,  our  visit  to  the 
Kolel  and  Yad  Vashcm. 

Visiting  the  Kotel.  the  Western 
Wall  of  the  Temple,  was  an  ex¬ 
perience  difficult  to  put  into  words. 
Even  passing  the  Wall  on  the  way 
to  the  Old  City  made  me  shiver 
under  its  awesome  presence. 

Our  visit  to  Yad  Vashem,  the 
Holocaust  memorial,  was  a  sad 
reminder  of  our  duty  to  remember 
the  past.  Before  we  left,  a 
memorial  service  was  held  in  Yiz- 
kor  Hall,  where  wreaths  were  laid 
for  those  who  perished  in  the 
Holocaust.  Two  McMaster  stu¬ 
dents,  Limore  Noon  and  Marc 
Bookbinder,  laid  the  wreath  for 
those  who  died  at  the  Sobibor  death 


Protesting  Israel's  occupation 


Along  with  the 
political  themes 
of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  the  week 
certainly  con¬ 
tained  a  great  deal 
of  religious,  cul¬ 
tural  and  social 
highlights.  A 
spectacular 
demonstration 
was  performed 
for  us  upon  our 
visit  to  an  Israeli 


camp.  The  service  was  concluded 
with  the  singing  of  Hatikvah, 
which  echoed  somberly  inside  the 
domed  hall. 

Afterclimbing  Massadah  in  time 
for  sunrise,  and  rallying  in  support 
of  Israel  in  front  of  the  Knesset, 
five  hundred  tired,  but  more  en¬ 
lightened.  students  made  their  way 
back  to  their  hotel  and  prepared  to 
depart.  The  number  of  students 
who  chose  to  extend  their  stay  by  a 
few  days,  or  even  a  few  weeks,  was 
not  surprising.  After  deciding  that 
we  really  should  return  to  Canada, 


those  of  us  who  were  leaving  set  off 
to  Tel  Aviv  for  the  morning  flight. 
The  plane  ride  went  quickly.  We 
reflected  on  the  past  week,  and 
caught  up  on  some  sleep.  A  sense 
of  leaving  one  home  for  another 
was  felt  among  the  group,  and  we 
said  a  temporary  goodbye  to  all  the 
friends  wc  arc  made  on  our  jour¬ 
ney.  Perhaps  the  feelings  among  us 
were  best  summed  up  by  a  friend  1 
had  made  on  the  previous  week's 
flight.  Her  parting  words  to  me 
were.  "Maybe  we'll  meet  again 
someday. ..in  Israel”. 


Apply  for  an  exciting  10  month 
fellowship  in  Israel  on  ... 

OTZMA 

July  1990  -  May  1991 

Project  Otzma  invites  outstanding  Jewish  men  and 
women,  ages  18-24,  to  live,  study,  work,  and 
celebrate  all  over  Israel. 

Project  Otzma  includes  the  tollowing  experiences 

'Kibbutz  Ulpan 

'Educational  seminars 

•Youth  Aliyah  Village 

•Settlements  in  the  Arava 

•Project  Renewal 

•Non-military  work  on  an  army  base  (optional) 

Participant  fee:  (U.S.)  SI, 000  (All  inclusive) 
Application  deadline:  February  26.  1990 
For  further  information,  contact  Pam  Appelbaum  at 
635-2883.  ext.  197. 

Protect  Otzma  Is  coordinated  by  Toronto  Jewish  Congress 


The  Telescope  1 1 
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id  mo  world  followed  by  question  period 


Tuesday  March  6,  199® 
6:30pm 


Hart  House  Debates  Room 


m  Amnesry  Inteii 


Panel  Speakers  from 

Latin  Amencan  Carribean  Network 
.Association  ol  U  ol  T  Chinese  Students  Concerned  tor  me 
Student  Movement  in  China 

U  ot  T  Jewish  Students  UnionfB'nai  Bum  Hitlel  Foundation 
U  olT  Sikh  Students' Association 
Representative  ot  Tibetan  Government  in  Exile 


•Free  Admisison* 

Sponsored  by: 


Sunday  March  18 
6:00pm 


J.S.U./HillelHouse 
604  Spadina  Avenue 


Thursday  March  8 

3:00pm 
WHO  FRAMED 
ROGER  RABBIT 


Tuesday  March  19 

11:00am  to  1:00pm 

BILL  COSBY  & 
BILLY  CRYSTAL  COMEDY  VIDEOS 


:  R-S.V-P-  try  Friday  March  It 


Jewish  Students'  Union/Hillel 
604  Spadina  Avenue  923-9861 


Jewish  Students'  Union/Hillel 
604  Spadina  Avenue  923-9861 


February  18  -  April  7 


ARE  YOU  TAKING  A  YEAR  OFF 
TO  STUDY  IN  ISRAEL 
OR  IN  THE  DIASPORA? 

NEED  FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE? 

Are  you: 

1 .  committed  to  the  Jewish  Student  Federation? 
(now  and  upon  return) 

2.  finished  one  year  of  study  at  York? 
3,accepted  in  a  post-secondary  program? 


THEN  GIVE  US  A  CALL  AT 
736-5179 
WE  CAN  HELP! 


_ iL  Continues  with 

free  bagels  and  cream  cheese  and  stimulating 
presentations  in  an  informal  setting. 

MARCH  26  11:30  am 

The  Skinhead  Threat:  Myth  or  Reality? 

Bemie  Farber,  Director  of  Research,  Joint 
Community  Relations,  Canadian  Jewish  Congress 


5  WEEKS  OF  PURE  GOLD  IN  ISRAEL 


for  only  $1899  Canadian* 

Sponsored  by  Jewish  Siudent  Federation  (York),  Jewish  Student  Union/Hillel 
(U.  ot  T,),  and  the  United  Jewish  Appeal. 

Departing  around  May  14 

Highlights  include  tours  of  historic  Jerusalem,  exciting  Tel-Aviv,  Haifa 
and  Eilat,  sightseeing  in  the  Galilee  and  the  Negev,  visits  to  Kibbutzim, 
archaeological  dig,  climb  up  Massada,  briefings  on  current  Israeli 
issues,  free  time  for  shopping,  leisure,  and  visits  with  family  and 
friends. 

•price  Is  dependant  upon  receipt  of  subsidies 
For  details  call  Claire  (JSF)  736-5179  or  Karen  (JSU/Hiltel)  923-9861. 


